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Interview with Prof. Satish Chandra Garkoti, Rector-Ii

When and how did your
association with JNU start?

My association with JNU started in
2008 when I joined as Associate
Professor in the School of Environ-
mental Sciences. It was August 2008
when I received my appointment letter signed by the then
Vice Chancellor Prof. B. B. Bhattacharya. I was so glad
that without giving any second thought or consult others,
Iimmediately decided to move from Assam University to
JNU. However, as this happened in the middle of the
semester, I decided to complete my courses before
leaving, so that students did not suffer.Ijoined JNU inend
of October 2008.

How do you feel about this transition from an
academic role of being a Professor to a purely
administrative role of being the Rector?

I agree that these two roles are very different. However,
being a professor and a field researcher, I got to know
about various aspects of management and administra-
tion. Already, I have been involved in administration as
warden of Kaveri Hostel for several years. At present, I
am working as a programme administrator and coordina-
tor of a 'Task Force' under “National Mission for Sustain-
ing the Himalayan Ecosystem” anchored by the Depart-
ment of Science and Technology, Government of India
which has a large number of network partners and staff
working across Indian Himalaya region. Besides, I have
several other research projects and my own students to
guide. All these activities and experiences come handy
and help me immensely in discharging my duties as
Rector-II- the transition remains a smooth affair.

What are your immediate Goals as a Rector?

My first and primary goal is to strengthen academic and
research infrastructure and activities of the University
further. JNU is a premier University in the country. It is
our collective responsibility to take it to the list of top 20

Universities of the world. Immediately after joining the
University, I was given Ecology as the course for teaching.
With time, I am pleased to share with you that students of
other schools and centers started opting for ecology
course and sometimes the number of students from other
schools joining the course is higher than that of my own
school. Teaching young students means providing
training to the budding researchers or entrepreneurs of
future. These young students have immense talent and
energy which can be harnessed for driving positive
changes in the society. To realize this goal, one of the
several steps that the University could take is to develop
and implement inter-disciplinary courses; a process that
needs to be accelerated now. In such course structure,
students will have greater flexibility for choosing courses
of their choice from a basket of courses comprising
different disciplines. For example, a student of economics
opting for a course in mathematics or ecology or vice-
versa. In order to strengthen research activities, we are
working on a mega incubator facility in the areas of
traditional medicine and pharmaceuticals. UPE — II and
DST — PURSE are the major projects which have provided
great financial assistance to the faculty members and
students of JNU. Such grants have helped the University
in improving research quality, number of patents and " h'
factor. My endeavor would be that these grants are
adequately and efficiently utilized in future too. Also,
there are some issues about project administration
where I have to put my efforts: striking a balance
between faculty who bring projects and the finance
administrators who ensure that rules are followed. The
aim is to put in place mechanisms that help enhance both
efficiency and transparency.

How has your experience in JNU been so far?

My experience with JNU has been wonderful. I have
enjoyed every moment of JNU life right from the greenery
and biodiversity of the campus, canteen food, class room
teaching, extra-curricular activities of students to



administrative work. In spite of diverse assignments, I
am able to complete the tasks in time mainly because of
the cooperative culture of JNU where every single person
from students, staff and faculty is ready to lend a helping
hand to one another. My family enjoys JNU's serene and
friendly environment. I feel lucky that I am in JNU, one of
the top universities of India, which has NAAC accredita-
tion of 3.91 out of 4.00.

What, according to you, makes JNU different?

Of course, JNU is very different from majority of academic
institutions of the country. First and foremost is the
freedom of speech and social equality we enjoy in the
campus. I really appreciate this culture. The election of
JNU student union is also very unique where the whole
process is very efficiently managed by our students
themselves. Our examination system is exceptionally
stress free, highly transparent and lays emphasis on
testing the learning and analytical abilities of students.

There are several other unique points of this University. It
is among a few academic institutions in the country that
has developed some sound infrastructural facilities for
the students who are differently abled. JNU provides

New Appointments/Deans/Directors/
Chairpersons

& Prof. Manoj Pant as Dean, School of International
Studies for a period of two years.

& Prof. Milap Punia, Centre for the Study of Regional
Development, School of Social Sciences as Director
(Admissions), for a period of two years.

& Prof. Umesh Ashok Kadam, Centre for Historical
Studies, School of Social Sciences as Associate Dean
of Students—1I, for a period of two years.

opportunities for higher learning to all sections of society,
from every nook and corners of the country, including
those in the most interior and remote parts. Thus, in this
sense JNU reflects true national character. To facilitate
this, the entrance examinations are conducted every year
in more than 75 centres spread across the country.
Further, it is probably the only University where faculty
has outstanding trust in the students as they are self
disciplined and therefore attendance system is not
introduced.

What message do you have for the JNU com-
munity?

Tunderstand that the JNU community is the best and one
of most mature group of learned people who have
common objectives to improve knowledge and society
through education and learning. Thus, I seek to urge and
remind all the stakeholders of JNU family that all of us are
here to support societal advancement through education
and research with harmony in the campus, society and the
nation. We must keep in mind that a University is a
dynamic system. It needs to continuously update itself
and keep itself open to all positive changes for the
advancement of knowledge.

& Dr. Buddha Singh, School of Computer & Systems
Sciences as Associate Dean, for aperiod of two years.

& Dr. Madhav Govind, Centre for Studies in Science
Policy, School of Social Sciences as Associate Dean,
for aperiod of two years.

@ Dr. Sudhir Kumar as Professor in the Special Centre
for Sanskrit Studies.

€ Dr. Nemthianngai Guite as Associate Professor in the
Centre for Social Medicine and Community Health,
School of Social Sciences.

& Dr. Shailja Singh as Associate Professor in the
Special Centre for Molecular Medicine.




Retirements & Resignations
& Prof. Rakesh Bhatnagar, School of Biotechnology.

& Prof. V.V. Krishna, Centre for Studies in Science
Policy, School of Social Sciences.

4 Dr.MohitaBhatia, Assistant Professor, Centre for the
Studies of Discrimination and Exclusion, School of
Social Sciences.

¢ Smt. Usha Rani Batra, Senior Assistant, Accounts
Section.

*

*

Shri Damodar Prasad, Assistant, Brahmaputra
Hostel.

ShriRajvir Singh, Professional Assistant, Centre for the
Study of Social Systems, School of Social Sciences.

Shri Rajinder Singh, Professional Assistant, Central
Library.

ShriS.C. Bhatia, A. C. Operator, Engineering Branch.

Shri Balam Singh, Office Attendant, Centre for
Informal Sector and Labour Studies, School of Social
Sciences.

Prof. Varun Sahni, Centre for International Politics, Organization and Disarmament, School of International Studies

as the Vice Chancellor, Goa University, Goa

2.

Notifications

Dean of Students has constituted Foreign Students Advisory Committee consisting of the following

members:

DoS/ADOS-I
Foreign Students Advisor

Dr. Gautam Patra, CMO, JNU
Dr. Heeraman Tiwari, CHS, SSS
Shri Ravikesh, Centre for Korean Studies, SLL&CS
Prof. Syed Ainul Hasan, CP&CAS, SLL&CL
Librarian, Central Library
DR/AR (Admission)

. Deputy Registrar (IHA)

1.
2.
3.
4,
d.
6.
7.
8.
9.
1

President/Representative, Foreign Studetns Association

Chairperson

Member Secretary

The Vice Chancellor has re-constituted the Intellectual Property Management Cell consisting of the

following with immediate effect for a period of two years:

Prof. Himadri B. Bohidar, SPS

Prof. R.K. Tyagi, SCMM

Prof. Bharat Desai, CILS/SIS

Prof. Dinesh Mohan, SES

Dr. Anil Kumar, Staff Scientist & IPR Incharge, NII
Prof. Ashwini Pareek, SLS

Dr. Ranjana Arya, Assistant Professor, SBT

Dr. Vijay Pal Yadav, Assistant Professor, SES

Finance Officer, JNU or his Nominee

DR/AR, Legal Cell
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Chairperson

Member

Member

Member

Member (outside expert)
Member

Member

Member

Member

Member Secretary



Notifications

The Internal Quality Assurance Cell (IQAC) has been reconstituted for a period of two years with
effect from 25 July, 2016. The composition of the reconstituted IQAC is as under:

Vice-Chancellor Chairperson
Prof. M.P. Lama (SIS) Member
Prof. Srabani Roy Choudhury Member
Prof. Rizwanur Rahman (SLL&CS) Member
Prof. Manjushree Chauhan (SLL&CS) Member
Prof. A.L. Ramanathan (SES) Member
Prof. Kasturi Mukhopadhyay (SES) Member
Prof. Vidhu Verma (SSS) Member
Prof. Y.S. Alone (SAA) Member
Prof. K. Natarajan (SLS) Member

. Librarian, JNU Member
President, Indian National Science Member
Chairperson, National Commission for Protection of Child Rights (NCPCR) Member
Prof. K.G. Suresh, Director General, IIMC, New Delhi Member

. Director, IQAC Member Secretary
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Prof. Satish Chandra Garkoti, Rector Il

PhD Degrees from Department of Botany, Kumaun University, Nainital. Professor SP Singh, an outstanding
academic and an authority on Himalayan ecology was my PhD supervisor. Later, I had the opportunity to work
with Professor Donald B Zobel, Oregon State University, USA for post doctoral research on plant water relations.

_| Iwas born and brought up in the lap of Mother Nature in the mountains of Uttarakhand. I earned my Master and

After serving in the Department of Ecology and Environmental Sciences, Assam University, Silchar from August 2000 to
October 2008, I joined Jawaharlal Nehru University, New Delhi, in October 2008 as Associate Professor in the School of
Environmental Sciences. In the year 2014, I was elevated as Professor. Presently, in addition to enjoying my regular duties
of teaching and guiding M.Sc and M.Phil/PhD students, I am shouldering responsibilities of Rector II of Jawaharlal Nehru
University, New Delhi. I have also been supervising several research projects including coordination of a Task Force under
National Mission for Sustaining the Himalayan Ecosystem being run by Government of India through Department of Science
and Technology, New Delhi. Regular interactions with my team members working in aforesaid projects and Task Force in
laboratory and in the field on multiple ecological themes/topics remains a refreshing and most rewarding academic activity
for me.

My broad area of research is ecology with specific emphasis on understanding forest structure and functions, plant
phenology, tree-water relations, traditional ecological knowledge and climate change mitigation and adaptations. As a
trained ecologist, I have been making constant efforts to contribute towards establishing science; policy and practice
connect for the conservation and sustainable management of forest ecosystems in the fragile and marginal areas of the
country such as the Himalaya. I have large numbers of publications to my credit in various international and national
research journals/books of repute which are widely cited by ecologists and foresters. I am Fellow of International
Association of Tropical Ecology and National Institute of Ecology, India.




k. @ Prof. R. Madhubala, School of Life Sciences have been awarded “National Women Bioscientist Award 2015”

. (Senior Category) by the Ministry of Science & Technology, Department of Biotechnology, Government of

India for her excellent research and applying the results for benefit of society, to higher education and
academic research.

Dr. Md. Qutbuddin, Assistant Professor, Centre of Arabic and African Studies, School of Language, Literature
and Culture Studies, JNU, New Delhi has been awarded the Presidential award “Maharshi Badrayan Vyas
Samman”, for the year 2016 in recognition of his outstanding contributions to the field of Arabic language and
Literature.

The Presidential award includes a Certificate of honour, a memento and a one-time cash grant of Rs.1 lakh.
The President of Indiawill hand over the award to Dr. Md. Qutbuddininaceremony.

The “Maharshi Badrayan Vyas Samman” distinction is conferred each year, on Independence Day, in
recognition of the substantial contributions made by scholars in the field of Sanskrit, Persian, Arabic and
Pali/Prakrit. “Maharshi Badrayan Vyas Samman” is awarded by the Government of India to young scholars
below 45 years of age in the field of Sanskrit, Persian, Arabic and Pali/Prakrit.
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Faculty from the school and outside the School delivered
lectures everyday for two hours in the morning. Each
student was assigned a laboratory and a small project
therein, to gain insight into various aspects of research.
The course aimed at improving both theoretical knowl-
edge and practical knowledge of the students. At the end
of the course, the students made a presentation compris-
ing their research work. A certificate was awarded to the
students on the successful completion of this program.

T.he School of Life Sciences organized Summer School for S. Gourinath, Amol Mondal
six weeks from 23 May — 1 July, 2016. There were about
30 candidates who were selected from all over the
country based on merit and regional representation.

Sneh Lata Panwar
Course Coordinators, School of Life Sciences




Report on Fortnight Celebration of 70" Independence Day in JNU

Jawaharlal Nehru University organized the Fortnight
Celebration of 70" Independence Day from 9 - 23 August,
2016 under the patronage of Vice Chancellor, Prof. M.
Jagadesh Kumar and the able guidance of Prof.
Chintamani Mahapatra (Rector-1) and Prof. S. C. Garkoti
(Rector II) and the regular monitoring of Prof. R. P Singh
(Dean of Students) with active participation of the sport
committee, cultural clubs, NSS, and Faculty club. Mr.
Naveen Yadav (Chief Security Officer of the university)
was assigned as the nodal officer for the events. In order
to ensure the participation ofall sections of the university
community- students, faculty, staff members and their
families- a wider publicity of the events was made
through on and offline display of banners/ posters
throughout the campus, and on the JNU web portal. The
details of the programmes were also circulated via emails
to the JNU community.

The first programme in the series was a Rangoli making in
the evening of 14" August in which a large number of staff
and faculty children participated.

On Independence day, a 'Freedom Run'programme was
organized from 6:30 AM to 8.15 AM at the administrative
building for students, faculty, staff members, and their
spouses and children. Our vice-chancellor flagged off the
participants in the 'Freedom Race' and the Rectors gave the
prizestowinnersand runnersin each category of the race.

Flag hoisting programme was organized at 8:30 AM in
front of the library building where a large number of
students, faculty, staff members and children attended
the celebration. This year, faculty and staff children also
presented the national anthem in sign language. JNU
students also organized the Flag hosting and sport
activitiesintheir respective hostels.

In the afternoon, on 15" August, JNU faculty club orga-
nized various activities such as drawing and paintings,
Kite flying, football match, tug of war and 100-meter race
for children, and musical chair competition for ladies at
the Stadium.

On 20 August, in the evening a colourfulcultural
programme was organized in auditorium -I at the JNU
Convention center. The programme started with observ-
ing silence in memory of the martyrs who lost their lives
while serving and safeguarding the Nation and was
followed by Lighting of Lamp, Saraswati Vandana, Singing
of the National Anthem in sign Language and stage
performances on the theme of “Unity in Diversity” by
music and dance club of JNU. The Dean of Students, Prof.
Rana Pratap Singh, Vice Chancellor, Prof. M. Jagadesh
Kumar, Prof. Chintamani Mahapatra (Rector I) and Prof.
Umesh Kumar Kadam (ADOS) gave the inspirational
speeches and reflected on the significance of different
aspects of freedom struggle.

The NSS unit of JNU organized a 'Tiranga March'on 22
August, 2016 as part of the fortnightly celebrations. The
Vice Chancellor flagged off the march from the adminis-
tration block and Dr. Anil Kumar Singh, Programme
Coordinator, NSS, led the 'Tirangamarch' which passed
through all major school buildings.

The fortnight long celebrations was concluded withthe
mass singing of the National Anthem at 11:00 AM on 23
August, 2016 in different schools and the administrative
building.

Madhav Govind
Associate Dean, Dean of Students
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seminars/Gonferences

International Conference on'Caste and Race: Intercontinental Experiences'

The three day conference on race and caste
contextualizing intercontinental experiences attempted
to address various significant questions such as what
does the word 'race' mean when we say that Indians have
been subjected to 'racial discrimination' in other coun-
tries? Does it have a similar idea of 'colour' or other
physical attributes or does it refer to something 'cultural'?
Incidentally, in a society which is stratified vertically in

terms of 'caste', there is also a perceptible cultural
propensity for the preference for 'fair skin' amongst the
population. Infact, Indiais one of the countries where the
fairness cream' is very popular. Does it mean that a
similar 'colour consciousness' that marks racism in
western countries has a resonance in India well? Or the
experiences that we have here inIndia canbe looked at as
aspects of 'racism without race' or 'neo-racism'? what is




the nature of such prejudices and practices embedded in
cultural values, produced by the conjunctions of race and
caste in the Indian context? About 42 delegates from
national and international universities participated in the
three day conference. At the outset this conference was
one of its kinds in bringing the scholars working on both
race and caste together to do a comparative study on
these two significant categories and also have attempted
to understand the functioning of these two categories in
their regional specificities. Several papers under the
broad themes on Race and Caste: Inbuilt notion of
Discrimination, Race and Caste caught between
Continuity and Change, Everyday Forms of Violence: Race
and Caste in Post-Colonial India, Re-inventing
Stereotypes: Construction of Identity and Self,
Addressing inter-sectionalities: Race, Caste and Gender,
Narrativising the Quotidian Experiences: The Implication
of Race and Caste, State as a site of Discrimination:
Narratives of resilience and contestation, Beyond
Academic Polemics: The Activists Prescription not only
revisited the origin of these two significant social,
political and cultural categories but also interrogated its
significance in shaping the everyday life in the contempo-
rary world. Using various case and community specific
instances the scholars have made some key observations

Calligraphy workshop

Centre of Indian Languages in collaboration with the
Institute of Indo-Persian Studies organised a two-month
workshop on Nastaliq: A Popular Art Form of Calligraphy
from 18 January to 17 March, 2016 in the School of
Language Literature and Culture Studies in JNU. Students
in good number from different Centres of JNU partici-
pated in it. Mr. Fakhrul Hasan, a renowned calligrapher,
conducted the classes three days a week for two months.
Throughout these days, he sincerely taught the students
the basics of calligraphy and enthused in them the spirit to
learn this art form. Dr. Md Arshadul Quadri from Lucknow
University, delivered a lecture on Indo-Persian
Calligraphy in the workshop.

for future research on the reproduction of race and caste
in numerous ways in the modern society.

The issue of continuity and change was also discussed.
Some of the research papers have shifted away from the
traditional understanding of race and caste and ques-
tioned the earlier works on these two categories. The
empirical studies in the conference have highlighted the
narratives of quotidian discriminatory experiences in
education, employment, health and in other relations
based on race and caste. The conference also used the
inter-sectionalist approach to understand race and caste.
Re-invention of stereotypes on everyday life and the
construction of identity and self is another key contribu-
tion of the conference. The three day event not only
brought the researchers working on race and caste
together but also emphasized on discussing the issue
beyond academic polemics. Several activists working on
caste and race participated and shared their activists"
experiences. The centre is planning to publish the
proceedings of the conference into a book form that can
add to the existing body of research on race and caste
fromtheintercontinental perspective.

Y. Chinna Rao
Chairperson, Centre for the Study of
Discrimination and Exclusion, SSS

Two months passed by like the spring breeze and these
classes came to an end and 18 March, 2016 marked its
valedictory session. Prof. Cintamani Mahapatra, Rector
JNU, Prof. Khwaja Md. Ekramuddin, Director of the




Workshop, Mr. Fakhrul Hasan the Ostad Calligrapher,
Prof. S A Pasha, Chairperson CIL, JNU and Dr Syed Akhtar
Husain, the President, Institute of Indo-Persian Studies,
appreciated the efforts of Mr. Fakhrul Hasan to teach
Calligraphy to the students of JNU and encouraged the
studentsto learn this art form.

Prof. Khwaja Md. Ekramuddin welcomed Prof. Chintamani
Mahapatra, Rector, JNU, to the programme in CIL. He
also welcomed Dr. Syed Akhtar Husain, President,
Institute of Indo-Persian Studies for extending support to
the programme. He appreciated Professor S Anwar
Pasha for taking the initiative to launch the programme in
the Centre. Prof. Khwaja Ekramuddin said that calligraphy
was not just an art but a heritage of Indian culture and
civilization. He emphasized that this art form should not
die in India and efforts must be made to preserve it and
pass it to another generation.

Prof. Pasha said that beauty always attracted human
minds to seek better forms of expressions in human
civilization. Calligraphy is one of the art forms that is full of
elegance and delicacy. He mentioned about the inscrip-
tions on the walls of old cities in Turkey as best examples
of calligraphy in Asia.

Mr. Fakhrul Hasan was full of praises for the students
who came to attend his classes and showed immense
interest in learning calligraphy. He opined that a good
handwriting reflected one's elegant personality and he
recalled Mahatma Gandhi's wish to develop good hand-
writing. There are many people in our society who wish to

accomplish good hand writing but alas they hardly get a
chancetolearnitin their lifetime.

Dr. Syed Akhtar Husain spoke about the creative and
artistic space in human life which is being created by
Calligraphy in our day to day life. Unfortunately this
creative space is shrinking in our society these days. The
artistic and creative pursuits of mankind are being
replaced by unproductive activities causing unrest and
turmoil in our days. Daily newspapers are full of news of
restlessness and anxiety, leaving very limited space for
literary corners in them. It is a shortcoming on our part
that we are not expanding this artistic and creative space
to the extent that media take notice of them.

Prof. Chinta Mani Mahapatra, Rector, JNU praised CIL for
holding the Workshop and enriching the academic and
cultural life on the Campus. He explained that human mind
was guided by two things: sound and light. Therefore
everything that is seen or heard must be pleasant and
beautiful. But more importantly is how beauty is
showcased by man who is different from animals.
Creativity is indeed a virtue of man that stamps out
tension within and without of us. He distributed certifi-
cates to the participants and wished the Centre to host
many more programmes in future and encouraged the
students to continue their academic and artistic pursuits
onthe Campus.

Syed Md Kazim, PhD Scholar,
CPCAS/SLL&CS

Research Workshop on “Ethnography of the Marginalized: A Critical Inquiry”

The workshop successfully addressed the broad concerns
of the workshop: to highlight the relevance of ethnography
to the study of marginalized groups, communities and
spaces; to understand the links between ethnography and
theoretical production of knowledge; and to critically
analyze ethnography as a process that not just explores

'marginalization but also intervenes in the lives of its
'subjects' using its powerful academic 'gaze’. The workshop
not only discussed the ways to sharpen the ethnographic
research processes but also sensitized the participants
against reifying or reinforcing the category of
'marginalized'. The two day workshop involved the partici-




seminars/Gonferences

pation of well known scholars as well as students. It was

divided into various sessions, panels and round table
discussions. The two day workshop was constituted around
key themes such as Theory, Narrative and Ethnography:
Exploring the Dialectics, Doing Ethnography Among the
Marginalized, Voices of Student ethnographers,
Ethnographic Encounters: Diverse Field Vies, Ethnography,
Fiction and Poetry. The workshop ended with a concluding
session and vote of thanks to the speakers, students and
other participants.

The concluding session reiterated some of the important
points, questions and challenges raised during the
workshop. Researchers engaging in ethnography were
cautioned against stereotyping or reifying 'marginality' of
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the groups. A sensitive and reflexive approach was
posited to reduce, if not erase, the power differential
between the ethnographer and the respondents. It was
felt that there is a need to further ponder over the
category of 'marginality’ and ethnographic endeavor
towards understanding groups that inhabit various kinds
of margins of society. To this end, it was decided to turn
the workshop proceedings into an edited book. Coordina-
tors of the workshop, Prof. Narayan and Dr. Bhatia would
work to collect more papers and produce a meaningful
volume to further extend this debate.

Y. Chinna Rao
Chairperson, Centre for the Study of
Discrimination and Exclusion, SSS
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“Workshop on Confocal Microscopy and Live Cell Imaging”

Advanced Instrumentation Research Facility (AIRF)
organized a two day workshop on "Confocal Microscopy
and Live Cell Imaging" during 11 — 12 August, 2016 at
AIRF. Basic concepts (like sample viewing and live cell
imaging etc.) and some advanced technique (like FRET
and FRAP) which has diverse applications in the biomedi-
cal and life science research including drug discovery &
delivery, cell cycle activity etc. were discussed. The
workshop was attended by 20 research scholars who
were shortlisted from about 100 applications. Ten
scholars were selected from JNU and other 10 from
various institutes and Universities like, AIIMS, Delhi; IIT,
Delhi; NIT, Durgapur; Punjab University, Bathinda;
Central University of Kerala, NBRC, Gurgaon etc. The
participants benefitted from lectures delivered by Dr.
Surajit Sarkar, (Department of Genetics, Delhi University)
and Dr. Parmit K. Chowdhury (Department of Chemistry,
IIT Delhi). Practical sessions were performed by applica-
tions specialists from the companies from which the
imaging equipment was procured and included Dr. Manoj
Manna, DSS-Olympus and Dr. Rahul Kumar, Towa-Nikon.

Prof. Rakesh K. Tyagi, Director, AIRF; Dr. Rohini
Muthuswami, Faculty in-charge of Confocal Microscope
and Live Imaging Facility; Prabhat Kumar Yadav, Ashok
Kumar Sahu and Dr. Neetu Singh who are In-charge of
this sophisticated facility were instrumental in conducting
the workshop successfully along with the administrative
staff.

Prabhat Kumar Yadav
Research Associate (DBT)
Advanced Instrumentation Research Facility



“Renewable energy: A paradigm shiftin India”

Shri Upendra Tripathy, Secretary, Ministry of New
and Renewable Energy (MNRE), Government of India,
an Alumni of Jawaharlal Nehru University, was
invited by the Alumni Affairs Office, JNU on 29
August, 2016, in the Convention Centre at 5:00 PM.
Chief Organiser of the program, Prof. K.P.
Vijayalakshmi, Rector of JNU, Prof. Chintamani
Mahapatra and Hon'ble Vice Chancellor JNU, Prof. M.
J. Kumar extended a warm welcome to Shri Tripathi
in their remarks. Each of the welcome remarks
proudly extolled the achievements of Shri Tripathi as
a career civil servant and a top class bureaucrat. As
part of the distinguished alumni lecture series, Shri
Tripathi delivered his address on the challenges and
prospects of India's renewable energy requirements.

Shri Upendra Tripathi described how India was the
first country to establish a Ministry of New and
Renewable Energy in the world in 1982. He hailed the
commitment of Hon'ble Prime Minister of India to
meet the challenge of generating 100,000 MW of
energy. Shri Tripathi undertook upon himself this
challenge as a promise to the PM and constituted a
high level task force to overtake countries like Spain,
Germany and others in their energy generation
through renewable sources. He articulated the idea
of a First Renewable Energy Global Investors Meet,
which was held in New Delhi in February 2016. A
'Green Certificate' or a commitment by the private
stakeholders for investment to generate resources
for renewable energy was handed to the PM in
person, and resulted in a commitment of generation
of 277,000 MW of energy. Shri Tripathi also saw
changes that were brought in the policies, with solar
power on rooftops made a priority sector lending by

banks. The World Bank and KFW Bank committed $1
billionand Euro 1 billion, respectively.

Shri Tripathi noted some of the challenges in achiev-
ing the targets, namely, distribution of renewable
energy, availability of solar energy, willingness of the
states to buy the renewable energy and willingness
of the banks to disburse loans. He called upon the
need for stakeholder diversity in the country and
sought to utilise the talent of the youthin the process.
Quoting that 'humans are the most innovative prod-
ucts of nature”, Shri Tripathi made it a point to
sanction money to institutions working towards
renewable energy goals, as government investment
is a catalyst for private sector investment. He said he
was lucky to have a cooperative Ministry, Finance
Ministry and the PMO, which resulted in already
attaining a target of 8000 MW with another 21000
MW being tendered, meaning which, he would have
succeeded in overtaking Spain and Germany by the
end of 2016. This, in Shri Tripathy's opinion, was the
beginning of the 'paradigm’ shift in India in the area of
renewable energy.

In his concluding remarks, Hon'ble VC requested Shri
Tripathi to visit the campus again and enlighten the
audience with his jovial presence and multi-sectoral
domain expertise. He also announced that by 2017,
all of JNU's energy requirements (7MW) would be
met with solar energy, which gained praise and
motivation from Shri Tripathi himself. He generously
responded to a few questions from the audience, and
the lecture ended with a vote of thanks by Dr. Andrew
Lynn.

K.P. Vijayalakshmi
Chief Advisor, Alumni Affairs Office
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JNU Former VC Prof. M.S. Agwani (Centre) leading

the Anti-Drug March on Gandhi Jayanti Day on JNU
Campus.

(November, 1988)

Pandit Bhimsen Joshi presented a vocal recital on
the New Campus of the Jawahalal Nehru University
on 17 November, 1989. The photo shows, Prof.
Kusum Chopra, Chairperson, JNU Cultural Commit-
tee speakingimmediately before the recital.

(November, 1988)

The Former Union Ministr, Dr. Karan Singh speak-
ing on the occasion of a Workshop organsed by the
Centre for International Politics, Organisation and
Disarmament on 28 November, 1988. Also seen in
the picture are (from left) Prof. Satish Sabarwal and
Prof. M.L. Sondhi.

(November, 1988)




“The Dalai Lama's Big Book of
Happiness:” How to Live in
Freedom, Compassion, and Love,
edited by Prof. Renuka Singh, Centre for
the Study of Social Systems, SSS.
Published by Hampton Roads Pub Co Inc,
ISBN:9781571747396.

“Xinjiang — China's Northwest
Fronitier”, edited by Prof. K. Warikoo,
Centre for Inner Asian Studies, SIS
Published by Routledge. ISBN No: 978-
1138184916.

“Wissenschaft und Kontext in der
Viissehschatt fruehen Neuzeit” authored by Prof.
if:uiirn e Babu Thaliath, Centre of German Studies,

SLL&CS. Published by Verlag Karl Alber,
Freiburg, Germany. ISBN No: 978-3-495-
48845-4,

“And the World Should be Made a
Desert:”, Fragments on Art, Philosophy
and Life by Dr. Saitya Brata Das, Centre for
English Studies, SLL&CS, Image by Achia
Anzi. Published by Aakar Books. ISBN No:
9789350024614.

Interview with Mr. Kumar Ashish, Indian Police Services

:":\How and when did your
_ association with JNU

start?

Ijoined JNU in 2001 inthe Centre
for French and Francophone

Studies, SLL& CS for Graduation.
T completed my BA, MA, and
MPhil from the same centre. I am thankful to all my teach-
ers at CFFS, particularly Prof. Kiran Chaudhry Ma'am for her
kind guidance and blessings.

How was the JNU of your time and what was
your first impression of the university?

The JNU of my time was pretty beautiful, lush green and
peaceful. We did not have so many new technologies as
now but life was good. It was about new experiences each
day. The environment was greener than the present
scenario (so much so that I used to be afraid of going alone
to various parts of JNU, especially in night!). It was enjoy-
able as well as scary at times. Students were disciplined

and they had the utmost respect for their teachers.
Teachers, on their part, were quite friendly and of helping
nature. They used to treat us, sometimes in class too, with
perks like tea, samosa, juice et al just to motivate us
towards studying. It was something unimaginable for a
student like me at the time. They guided us well so that we
could be aware of the pros & cons of each situation.

Culturally, JNU was the hub of all modern thoughts,
specially some festivals and cultural fests were cele-
brated in order to manifest the cultural grandeur of
different parts of India and abroad as well. We used to
participate in almost all such fests with much enthusiasm.

Politically, we witnessed the upsurge of SFI as ABVP
(despite winning the last election in 2000, lost heavily to
SFI in 2001). We were quite enthusiastic about local
political activities (poster-war, pamphlet distribution,
painting, excursion, theatre, dharna, university GBM &
Strikes). All these were new activities as we had no
previous experiences of them.




How did JNU help in shaping your career?

Iwas a UPSC aspirant since the beginning but it was JNU
which taught me about the moral, ethical and judicious
aspectof being a Civil Servant.

Hence, the role of JNU in my career has been nothing but
positive and inspiring. My commitment towards rendering
justice to the marginalised comes from my JNU days. JNU
teaches us how we could be more sensitive towards
problems of others, how we play our part in wiping off the
tears of the poor. Special tours to nearby slums-villages
and downtrodden areas inculcated in me an affinity
towards the social cause. Each day was a new learning
experience for me, be it studying new language/culture,
performing theatre, fighting for students'rights, leading a
hostel as President/ Mess Secretary, mentoring new
comers, hosting cultural fests, writing articles, teaching
students etc. And those golden periods of learning
continue to be the guiding light of my present where I
always endeavour to render a smile on a needy face.

Tell us the thought behind your preferring Civil
Service over academics as a career, especially
since most JNUites go for academics.

I always wanted to become a helping hand in rendering
justice to the needy. My belief is to offer my best services to
people on a large scale so that their minimum basic rights
are protected. For that purpose, civil service was my first
choice. However, I had kept Academics as my second
choice. I had cleared my UGC NET-JRF in French and taught
for two years in CFFS, SLL&CS to students in Graduation
classes. I do enjoy teaching and even these days, whenever
I find some time out of my busy schedule, I often give
motivational lectures to students and aspirants- to moti-
vate them to join the nation building process through
various career opportunities available in our country.

How do you see the role of JNU in nation building?

JNU stands for uniqueness: a vision of social-cultural

affinity towards the marginalised sections of our society.
It enshrines some golden thoughts of sharing pain &
pleasure with each other despite being politically aligned
to different ideologies. It is the need of hour for India too.
In this milieu from where our Nation can go leap and
bounds, we need to protect our motto of 'Unity in
Diversity'. Without taking every section of society
together, we cannot thrive for a better India—there
comes the role of JNU in Nation Building. I as anindividual
will always be grateful to JNU for such golden principals
that I learnt over almost more than a decade and I firmly
believe that these will guide me throughout my life-
towards being a better human being, one being driven by
the social cause for a better &prosperous India.

Any message for the JNU student community
and especially for those who want to choose
Civil Service as a career?

“Sapne dekhiyen, sapne wo nahi jo aap raat mein
sote hue dekhte hain, sapne wo jo aap din mein
jaagte hue dekhte hain aur sapne wo jo aapko
raaton mein sone nahi dete!”

Dreams do come true. Dream to contribute your part
towards the development of our society. It is important to
remember that there is no shortcut to success. One has to
sweat hard with a lot of patience and a smart approach.
Not everyone is lucky to get success in their very first
attempt! Hence, one should not lose faith in oneself. Hard
work when applied intelligently and with utmost dedica-
tion never goes unrewarded... Here is wishing all the
best for your endeavor.

Corrigendum

In the movements & appointments section of JNU News
(2016-3), page no. 4 it was published that Shri Nageshwar
Rao Kondamudi, Assistant Librarian has retired from
Central Library where as he was confirmed as Assistant
Librarianin Central Library. Error regretted.

JNU News welcomes contribution about Alumni Achievements/Awards. Please write to pro@mail.jnu.ac.in, pro@jnu.ac.in or

poonamskudaisya@gmail.com
Public Relations Officer

Public Relations Office

Room No. 102, Administration Block,

Jawaharlal Nehru University, New Delhi — 110067
Please attach a passport size photograph also




Independence Day Celebrations
(15-23 August, 2016)
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