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Many of our important political ideas, like the idea of consent as the basis of the
modern state, the idea of individual rights, or the conception of political authority as
sovereign over all other sources of authority in a society, emerged in the writings of
European political thinkers of the 15th to 18th centuries. Designed to discuss the
original formulations of these ideas in early modern political thought, this course looks
at the legacy of these thinkers, in terms of, for instance, how the concept of
participation is often contrasted with the ideas of authorization and representation as
the legitimizing principle of political society.

1) Renaissance Political Thought

Machiavelli
2) The Social Contract Tradition
Thomas Hobbes
John Locke
Jean Jacques Rousseau
3) Contemporary Appropriations and Critiques

Liberal, Republican, Communitarian and Feminist responses to the Social
Contract

Primary Texts:

Thomas Hobbes, Leviathan

John Locke, Two Treatises on Government
Machiavelli, Prince; The Discourses

J.J. Rousseou, Discourse on the Origin of Inequality
J.J. Rousseou, The Social Contract
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