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Introduction

This course aims at making the research students familiar with the changing nature of
politics around agrarian question in India since independence. Agrarian politics has
witnessed significant change in terms of nature of peasant political mobilization, strategies
of mobilization by various political parties and groups, and rise and decline of various
political actors. This change determines and also gets determined by the nature of Indian
political process at large. Unlike the organized, left leaning agrarian unionism of the early
decades after independence, India has seen emergence of a more scattered, discrete and
non-partisan agrarian politics. Green revolution and opening of Indian agriculture sector for
global trade have reshaped the political economy of the agrarian question in the
countrisude. Besides, the processes of historical change in the nature of rural society and
economy are also seen as crucial benchmarks to understand agrarian movements in the
post-colonial India. Academic discourse of 1970s and 1980s largely focused on the
sociological factors. After a brief interval, in which the emphasis was on the 'new farmers
movement's, agrarian politics gradually became a marginalized field of enquiry during the
1990s. This course is an attempt to bring the agrarian discourse back in the mainstream
political studies discourse.

Objectives of the course

This course makes an attempt to understand agrarian politics in the historical context.
Besides, it also attempts to explain the recent nature of political mobilization, and protests
by groups associated with the agrarian sector. It also attempts to explain the role of youth,
women and marginalized groups in the emerging forms of agrarian politics. The course will
also engage with the global agrarian politics and it's linkages with Indian agrarian scenario.
Methodology

Methodologically, the course will engage with empirical as well as theoretical studies
available on the subject. One section of the course will be dedicated to methodological
challenges in conducting research in agrarian politics.

The course is divided into four units.
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