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The relationship between human beings and their natural environment occupies a centre stage
in the political thinking of many philosophers from the ancient to the contemporary. The
interface between the natural environment and human being produced many concepts and
theories in political theory. It also brought certain political, philosophical, moral scientific,
economic and cultural questions. In the contemporary world, environmental issues are
increasingly emerging as the central issues in political debates. The courses offer a critical
understanding of concepts and theories related to ecology and politics. The aim of the course
is to introduce students to the current debates and controversies on environment in the realm
of political theory. It also intended to compare and contrast green normative theory to existing

political ideologies such as Socialism, Liberalism, Feminism and Gandhism.

Structure of the Course

Unit I: Ecological Thinking in Political Theory

Human-Nature Relationship

Ecological concerns in Political Theory
Environmental Ethics

Ecocentrism

Anthropocentrism

Deep Ecology
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Unit Il: Environmentalism and Political Ideologies

Ecofeminism

Ecosocialism

Marxism and Ecology
Gandhian approach to Ecology
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Unit Ill: Ecology and Democracy

a. Ecological Modernization
b. Environmental Justice
c. Ecological Citizenship
d. Ecological Democracy
UNIT IV: Environment and Development
a. Industrialism, economic growth and the environment.
b. The concept of Sustainable Development
c. Ecology, Poverty and Globalisation
d. Environmental Political Action: Degrowth Movement
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" Please note that the course content is intended for a regular one semester course (four
months). If there are changes in the duration of the semester, corresponding modifications
will be applied with reference to the topics, class lectures and readings”



