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Course Statement

International relations and diplomacy has in the modern times shifted unilaterally to a Eurocentric
worldview due to the influence of an era of colonialism globally. What has been made to forget are the
history, tradition and cultural patterns of those societies and civilizations that were colonized while the
worldviews tilted towards eurocentrism. The course aims to academically explore India’s time proven
political knowledge, theory, knowledge systems, statecraft, diplomacy, strategic thinking, intelligence,
warfare and ethical governance that are academically not highlighted but still find valid presence in
practice of politics, governance and international relations. The course shall want the students of political
science and international relations to read and think from an Indian perspective and understand the
intellectual traditions of India that have gone unexplored through the understanding of philosophy,
theory, case studies, thought frameworks and methodology by also briefly comparing it with

Mesopotamian, Egyptian, Greek, Chinese and modern western traditions.

Course Objectives

1. Introducing students to statecraft traditions and classical political thought of India
2. Study the political theories rooted in ancient Indian texts.
3. Look at the then prevalent systems of diplomacy, war and interstate relations in ancient India.

4. Comparative study of Indian theories with that of Greek, Chinese and modern western

theories of International politics
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5. Through case studies explore the relevance of ancient Indian political culture and strategy in

modern international relations

Learning Outcomes

Knowledge gained:

- Critical understanding of theoretical foundations of Indian political thought with respect to
ancient Indian states and republics.
Skill gained:
- Analyzing ancient Indian political thought and foreign policy frameworks
- Evaluating and comparing Indian political theory to international relations.
Competency gained:
- Academically engage political and International Relations theories, systems and frameworks
rooted in Indian perspectives while comparing with western theories and frameworks.

Evaluation Methods

1. Mid semester evaluation (50%o)
e Internal Assignment — 30%
e Examination — 20%
2. End-semester evaluation (50%b)
¢ End Semester Examination — 50 %

Course Outline

Module 1: Foundations of Indian Political Thought

1. Dharma, political authority, logic and rationality
2. Origins of the state

3. Rajadharma and ethical governance

4

Political order and cosmic order

Module 2: Sources and Traditions of Ancient Indian Political Theory

1. Textual traditions of Indian political thought

2. Political ideas in epics and Dharmashastras

3. Traditions of Arthashastra beyond Kautilya: Vidura, Thiruvalluvar, Auvaiyyar, Tirumular, Kamandaka,
Basaveshwara, Kalhana etc

4. Niti literature and statecraft




Module 3: The State, Diplomacy and Foreign Policy in Ancient Indian Political Theory:

Module 4: Comparative Political Theory: Ancient Indian and Modern Western Perspectives of
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Module 5: Indian Knowledge Systems and International Relations Theory

Intelligence, Strategy and Warfare.

Saptanga theory of state: Political economy, administration, welfare and security. Institution structure of
governance.

Mandala theory of interstate relations: Balance of power, strategic alliances, ancient Indian diplomacy
Sadgunya doctrine of foreign policy: strategic adaptability, flexible diplomacy and power distribution.

Intelligence and Strategic Warfare: Military and psychological warfare, national security.

Strategy and International Relations.

Comparative political traditions and global political thought
Non-western political theory and strategy in international relations
Civilizational approaches to political theory

India’s perspective of society and culture in international relations

1. Plural epistemological framework in international relations

2. Dharma and civilizational ethics

3. Decolonizing international political theory and international relations

4. Global international relations and civilizational perspectives.
Readings

Module 1: Foundations of Indian Political Thought

Essential Readings:

1.

Aiyangar, K. V. R. (1941). Some Contributions of South India to Indian culture. University of
Calcutta, Kolkata. https://archive.org/details/in.ernet.dli.2015.501889

Altekar, A. S. (1958). State and Government in Ancient India (3rd ed.). Motilal Banarsidass, Delhi.
https://openlibrary.org/books/OL4706720M/State_and_government_in_ancient_India

Basham, A. L. (1954). The Wonder that was India. Sidgwick & Jackson, London.
https://archive.org/details/wonderthatwasind035427mbp

Bhandarkar, D. R. (1929). Some Aspects of Ancient Hindu polity. Banaras Hindu University,
Varanasi. https://archive.org/details/in.ernet.dli.2015.503540

Ganeri, J. (2001). Philosophy in Classical India: The Proper Work of Reason. Routledge, London.
https://doi.org/10.4324/9780203466117

Ganeri, J. (2007). The Concealed Art of the Soul: Theories of Self and Practices of Truth in Indian
Ethics and Epistemology. Oxford University Press, Oxford.
https://doi.org/10.1093/acprof:0s0/9780199202416.001.0001

Ganeri, J. (2011). The Lost Age of Reason: Philosophy in Early Modern India 1450-1700. Oxford
University Press, Oxford. https://doi.org/10.1093/acprof:0s0/9780199218745.001.0001

Ghoshal, U. N. (1959). A History of Indian Political Ideas: The Ancient Period and the Period of
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Transition to the Middle Ages. Oxford University Press, London.
https://openlibrary.org/books/OL43169621M/A_History of Indian_Political ldeas

Jha, D. N. (1996). Ancient India: An introductory Outline. Manohar Publishers, New Delhi.
https://archive.org/details/ancientindiaanin0000jhad

Kane, P. V. (1930-1962). History of Dharmasastra (Vols. 1-5). Bhandarkar Oriental Research
Institute, Pune. https://archive.org/details/in.ernet.dli.2015.188747

Kautilya. (2012). Arthashastra (L. N. Rangarajan, Trans.). Penguin Books, New Delhi.
https://penguin.co.in/book/arthashastra/

Krishnananda, S. (1996). The Philosophy of the Bhagavad Gita. Divine Life Society, Rishikesh.
https://www.swami-krishnananda.org/bgita/bgita_0.html

Matilal, B. K. (1986). Perception: An Essay on Classical Indian Theories of Knowledge. Oxford
University Press, Oxford. https://global.oup.com/academic/product/perception-9780198239765
Mahabharata. (2004). The Mahabharata of Krishna-Dwaipayana Vyasa (K. M. Ganguli, Trans.).
Munshiram Manoharlal, New Delhi. https://sacred-texts.com/hin/maha/

Matilal, B. K. (1998). The Character of Logic in India. State University of New York Press,
Albany. https://sunypress.edu/Books/T/The-Character-of-Logic-in-India

Manusmriti. (2004). The Laws of Manu (G. Biihler, Trans.). Dover Publications, New York.
https://www.sacred-texts.com/hin/manu.htm

Olivelle, P. (2013). King, Governance, and Law in Ancient India: Kautilya's Arthashastra. Oxford
University Press, Oxford. https://doi.org/10.1093/acprof:0sobl/9780199891825.001.0001
Radhakrishnan, S. (1927). The Hindu View of Life. George Allen & Unwin, London.
https://archive.org/details/hinduviewoflife0000radh

Thapar, R. (1984). From Lineage to State: Social Formations in the mid-first Millennium BC in the
Ganga Valley. Oxford University Press, Delhi. https://archive.org/details/fromlineagetosta0000thap
Tiruvalluvar. (2014). Tirukkural (P. S. Sundaram, Trans.). Penguin Classics, New Delhi.
https://penguin.co.in/book/tirukkural/

Sharma, R. S. (1991). Aspects of Political Ideas and Institutions in Ancient India (4th ed.). Motilal
Banarsidass, Delhi. https://www.mlbd.in/products/aspects-of-political-ideas-and-institutions-in-
ancient-india-r-s-sharma

Vidura. (2016). Vidura Niti. Gita Press, Gorakhpur. https://archive.org/details/vidurniti

Additional Readings:

1.

2.

Aurobindo, S. (1997). The Foundations of Indian Culture. Sri Aurobindo Ashram, Puducherry.
https://archive.org/details/FoundationOfindianCulture

Bhattacharya, R. (2011). Studies on the Carvaka/Lokayata. Anthem Press, London.

Web link: https://anthempress.com/studies-on-the-carvaka-lokayata-pdf

Cardona, G. (1997). Panini: A Survey of Research. Motilal Banarsidass, Delhi.
https://www.mlbd.in/products/panini-a-survey-of-research-george-cardona

Chatterjee, B. (1998). The Mahabharata and Political Ethics. Munshiram Manoharlal, New Delhi.
https://www.worldcat.org/title/mahabharata-and-political-ethics/oclc/42792906
Coomaraswamy, A. K. (1942). Spiritual Authority and Temporal Power in the Indian Theory of
Government. American Oriental Society, New Haven.
https://archive.org/details/spiritualauthori0000coom

Ganeri, J. (2012). The Self: Naturalism, Consciousness, and the First-Person Stance. Oxford
University Press, Oxford. https://doi.org/10.1093/acprof:0s0/9780199652365.001.0001
Heesterman, J. C. (1985). The Inner Conflict of Tradition. University of Chicago Press, Chicago.
https://press.uchicago.edu/ucp/books/book/chicago/1/bo3636535.html

Kosambi, D. D. (1965). The Culture and Civilization of Ancient India in Historical Outline.
Routledge & Kegan Paul, London. https://archive.org/details/in.ernet.dli.2015.173884
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Lingat, R. (1973). The Classical Law of India. University of California Press, Berkeley.
https://archive.org/details/classicallawofin0000ling

Jayaswal, K. P. (1924). Hindu Polity (2 vols.). Butterworth & Co., Calcutta.
https://archive.org/details/hindupolity00jayauoft

Patanjali. (2009). The Yoga Sutras of Patanjali (E. Bryant, Trans.). North Point Press, New York.
https://us.macmillan.com/books/9780865477360/the-yogasutrasofpatanjali

Radhakrishnan, S. (1923). Indian Philosophy (Vol. 1). George Allen & Unwin, London.
https://archive.org/details/indianphilosophy01radhuoft

Rangarajan, L. N. (1992). Kautilya: The Arthashastra. Penguin Books, New Delhi.
https://penguin.co.in/book/arthashastra/

Shamasastry, R. (1915). Kautilya’s Arthashastra. Mysore Government Press, Mysore.
https://archive.org/details/kautilyasarthashastra

Singh, U. (2008). A History of Ancient and Early Medieval India. Pearson Longman, Delhi.
https://archive.org/details/historyofancientOOupin

Sinha, B. P. (1963). Readings in Kautilya Arthashastra. Agam Prakashan, Delhi.
https://search.worldcat.org/title/readings-in-kautilya-arthasastra/oclc/31481752

Sircar, D. C. (1971). Studies in the Political and Administrative Systems in Ancient and Medieval
India. Motilal Banarsidass, Delhi. https://archive.org/details/in.ernet.dli.2015.104103
Vidyabhusana, S. C. (1921). A History of Indian Logic. Motilal Banarsidass, Delhi.

Web link: https://archive.org/details/historyofindianl00vidyuoft

Upinder Singh. (2017). Political Violence in Ancient India. Harvard University Press, Cambridge.
https://www.hup.harvard.edu/books/9780674981287

Module 2: Sources and Traditions of Ancient Indian Political Theory

Essential Readings:

1.

2.

10.

11.

12.

Auvaiyar. (2001). Aathichudi and Kondrai Vendhan. Tamil University, Thanjavur.
https://archive.org/details/aathichudi

Abhinavagupta. (1998). Abhinavabharati. Oriental Institute, Baroda.
https://archive.org/details/abhinavabharati

Agni Purana. (1900). Agni Purana (M. N. Dutt, Trans.). Calcutta. https://archive.org/details/agni-
purana-english

Basaveshwara. (1998). Vachanas. Kannada University, Hampi.
https://archive.org/details/basavannavachanas

Jinasena. (1983). Adipurana. Bharatiya Jnanpith, New Delhi. https://archive.org/details/adipurana
Kalhana. (1900). Rajatarangini (M. A. Stein, Trans.). Archibald Constable, Westminster.
https://archive.org/details/rajataranginichrO1kalhuoft

Kangle, R. P. (1965-1972). The Kautiliya Arthashastra (3 vols.). Motilal Banarsidass, Delhi.
https://www.mlbd.in/products/the-kautiliya-arthasastra

Kamandaka. (2001). Kamandakiya Nitisara (M. N. Dutt, Trans.). Parimal Publications, Delhi.
https://archive.org/details/kamandakiya-nitisara-eng-trans-m.-n.-dutt

Mahabharata. (2010). Critical edition. Bhandarkar Oriental Research Institute, Pune.
https://www.bori.ac.in/

Manimekalai. (1989). Manimekalai. New Century Book House, Chennai.
https://catalogue.nla.gov.au/catalog/2204082

Narada Smriti. (1889). The Narada Smriti. Sacred Books of the East Series, Oxford University
Press. https://archive.org/details/naradasmriti

Pattinappalai. (2002). Pattinappalai and Ancient Tamil Polity. Institute of Asian Studies, Chennai.
https://catalogue.nla.gov.au/catalog/3298330
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Purananuru. (1995). Purananuru. Tamil University, Thanjavur.
https://catalogue.nla.gov.au/catalog/2755952

Sarkar, B. K. (1919). The Political Institutions and Theories of the Hindus. Longmans, Green &
Co., London. https://archive.org/details/politicalinstitu00sarkuoft

Shukracharya. (1914). Shukranitisara. Sudhindra Nath Vasu Press, Allahabad.
https://archive.org/details/shukranitisara

Silappatikaram. (2004). Silappatikaram (R. Parthasarathy, Trans.). Columbia University Press.
https://cup.columbia.edu/book/the-tale-of-an-anklet/9780231127899

Tirukkural. (2014). Tirukkural (P. S. Sundaram, Trans.). Penguin Classics.
https://penguin.co.in/book/tirukkural/

Tirumular. (1991). Tirumantiram. Tamil University, Thanjavur.
https://archive.org/details/tirumantiram

Trautmann, T. R. (1971). Kautilya and the Arthashastra. Brill, Leiden.
https://doi.org/10.1163/9789004493001

Valmiki. (2016). Ramayana (Bibek Debroy, Trans.). Penguin Random House India, Gurugram.
https://penguin.co.in/book/valmiki-ramayana-set-of-3-volumes/

Vidura. (2016). Vidura Niti. Gita Press, Gorakhpur. https://archive.org/details/vidurniti
Vishnusharma. (2006). Panchatantra (P. Olivelle, Trans.). Oxford University Press, Oxford.
https://global.oup.com/academic/product/panchatantra-9780199555758

Yajnavalkya Smriti. (1930). Yajnavalkya Smriti. Oriental Institute, Baroda.
https://archive.org/details/yajnavalkyasmritiOOyajuoft

Additional Readings:

1.

2.

10.
11.

12.

13.

Aiyangar, S. K. (1921). Ancient Indian Polity. Madras University Press.
https://archive.org/details/ancientindianpolOQaiyaiala

Avari, B. (2007). India: The Ancient Past. Routledge. https://www.routledge.com/India-The-
Ancient-Past/Avari/p/book/9780415356152

Chattopadhyaya, B. D. (1994). The Making of Early Medieval India. Oxford University Press.
https://global.oup.com/academic/product/the-making-of-early-medieval-india-9780195634150
Dikshitar, V. R. R. (1944). War in Ancient India. Macmillan, Madras.
https://archive.org/details/warinancientindiOOdikshrich

Hart, G. (1975). The Poems of Ancient Tamil. University of California Press.
https://publishing.cdlib.org/ucpressebooks/view?docld=ft296nb155

Kane, P. V. (1941). History of Dharmasastra (Vol. 3). Bhandarkar Oriental Research Institute.
https://archive.org/details/historyofdharmas03inkane

Kulke, H. (1995). The State in India 1000-1700. Oxford University Press.
https://global.oup.com/academic/product/the-state-in-india-1000-1700-9780195631210
Kuraloviyam, M. (2001). Political Ethics in Tirukkural. Madras University Press, Chennai.
https://search.worldcat.org/title/political-ethics-in-tirukkural/oclc/49910445

Majumdar, R. C. (1960). Corporate Life in Ancient India. Firma KLM, Kolkata.
https://archive.org/details/corporatelifeina00majuuoft

Nilakanta Sastri, K. A. (1966). The Colas. University of Madras, Chennai.

Pollock, S. (2006). The Language of the Gods in the World of Men. University of California Press.
https://www.ucpress.edu/book/9780520245006/the-language-of-the-gods-in-the-world-of-men
Rao, M. V. K. (1953). Studies in Kautilya. Munshiram Manoharlal.
https://search.worldcat.org/title/studies-in-kautilya/oclc/4605022

Saletore, B. A. (1963). Ancient Indian Political Thought and Institutions. Asia Publishing House,
Bombay. https://search.worldcat.org/title/ancient-indian-political-thought-and-
institutions/oclc/556824946
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14.

15.

Sastri, K. A. N. (1955). A History of South India. Oxford University Press.
https://archive.org/details/historyofsouthin0000sast

Sen, A. K. (2005). The Argumentative Indian. Penguin Books. https://penguin.co.in/book/the-
argumentative-indian/

Module 3: The State, Diplomacy and Foreign Policy in Ancient Indian Political Theory:

Intelligence, Strategy and Warfare.

Essential Readings:

1.

2.

10.

11.

12.

13.

14.

15.

Boesche, R. (2002). Kautilya’s Arthashastra on War and Diplomacy in Ancient India. Journal of
Military History, 67(1), 9-37. https://doi.org/10.1353/jmh.2003.0006

Boesche, R. (2003). The first Great Political Realist: Kautilya and his Arthashastra. Lexington
Books. https://rowman.com/ISBN/9780739106074

Dikshitar, V. R. R. (1944). War in Ancient India. Macmillan.
https://archive.org/details/warinancientindiOOdikshrich

Kamandaka. (2001). Nitisara. Parimal Publications. https://archive.org/details/kamandakisnitisara
Modelski, G. (1964). Kautilya: Foreign Policy and International System in the Ancient Hindu
World. American Political Science Review, 58(3), 549-560. https://doi.org/10.2307/1953142
Negi, S. (2026). Mandala Theory: An Ancient Realist Framework for International Relations.
International Journal of Social Science Research.
https://www.socialsciencejournal.in/assets/archives/2026/vol12issuel/12056.pdf

Prasain, I. D. (2024). Saptanga Theory of the State in Kautilya’s Arthashastra. Tribhuvan
University Journal. https://www.nepjol.info/index.php/tutaj/article/view/74071

Roy, K. (2012). Hinduism and the Ethics of Warfare in South Asia. Cambridge University Press.
https://doi.org/10.1017/CB09781139025516

Saad, M., & Wenxiang, L. (2020). National security in Kautilya’s Arthashastra. Journal of
Humanities and Education Development, 2(2), 129-134. https://doi.org/10.22161/jhed.2.2.8
Saran, S. (2017). How India sees the World: Kautilya to the 21st Century. Juggernaut Books.
https://books.google.com/books?id=Jq90DWAAQBAJ

Singh, U. (2017). Political Violence in Ancient India. Harvard University Press.
https://www.hup.harvard.edu/books/9780674981287

Subrahmanyam, K. (1982). India and the Nuclear Challenge. ABC Publishing.
https://www.worldcat.org/title/india-and-the-nuclear-challenge/oclc/9874760

Sun Tzu. (2005). The Art of War. Oxford University Press.
https://global.oup.com/academic/product/the-art-of-war-9780195015409

Raja Mohan, C. (2015). Modi’s World. HarperCollins India.
https://harpercollins.co.in/product/modis-world/

Rangarajan, L. N. (1992). Kautilya: The Arthashastra. Penguin Books.
https://penguin.co.in/book/arthashastra/
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