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Course Objectives 

The course objective is to understand the Canadian Political system, its environment and the 

institutions. The course examines the governing structure of Canada including parliamentary 

democracy, federalism, the Charter of Rights and Freedom and the electoral process. The 

course also highlights various aspects related to the societal setting of the political system and 

various organisations of the Canadian Government.  

 

Learning Outcomes 
At the end of this course students would be able to explain the core institutions of the 

Canadian government and are able to link the interconnections between them. They would be 

able to explain the societal impact on the institutions of government. This course would also 

help in enhancing the learning about Political participation in Canadian Politics.  

 

Evaluation Methods  

Class Participation (10%); Sessional Work (Term Paper and Mid-term Examination (40%) 

End-term Examination (50%) 

 

Course Content 

1. Canadian Politics: approaches, perspectives & ideas  
a. Societal factors and economic forces  

b. Political culture  

c. Canadian political thought  

d. Charter of Rights & Freedom  

2. Political Institutions  
a. Constitutional foundations  

b. Legislative politics  

c. Role of Executive  

d. Judiciary: structure & process  

3. Federal Structures and Policy Process  
a. Reasons for adoption of federalism, policy-making process  

b. Inter-governmental relations 

c. Fiscal federalism  

d. Quebec in the federal setup  

4. Party System  
a. Origin and evolution of party system  

b. Major political parties, Brokerage politics  

c. Electoral system and its consequences 



d. Party finance and interests groups 

5. Non-party activity and expression  
a. Pressure groups and political movements  

b. Language politics  

c. Movements of ‘first nations’  

d. Civil Society in Canada 
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