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Course Objectives

The aim of this advanced American government and politics course offered is to explain the
uniqueconstitutional and political system in the United States, a presidential form of government
based on the doctrine of separation of powers made workable by checks and balances, and
sustained by a successful two-party system. It involves a detailed study of America's
constitutional principles; presidential and congressional elections;the federal executive,
legislative, and judicial processes; the party system; the growth and expansion of rights and
liberties in America; and the significant parts played by churches, the trade unions, and the
American media among others. It would be the endeavor of this course to teach students about
the political and governmental system in the United States in all its facets.

Learning Outcomes

At the end of this semester-long course, students are expected to understand and explain, through
the spoken and written word:

1. American presidential and midterm elections and interpret their results

2. Party platforms and election issues

3. The political backgrounds, decisions, and actions of particular American presidents

4. Relations between Congress and the President

5. Legislations, amendments, and case laws

6. The success and failure of political parties

7. The decisive parts played by churches, trade unions, and the American media in
influencing voting behavior

8. The importance of voter support based on race, ethnicity, gender, and sexuality

9. The relevance of ideology in the perpetual tussle between free market and welfare state

capitalists



In addition, students are also expected to read and remember basic and advanced works on
American government and politics, including biographies and autobiographies of American
presidents and other leaders, utilize policy papers published by major think-tanks, both
conservative and liberal, and write research papers on selected topics provided by the course
teacher.

Evaluation Methods

Term paper (25%), biographical/autobiographical reviews (25%), End Semester Examination
(50%). The topics for the term papers and the biographies/autobiographies for review are to be
decided by the course teacher.

Course Content

Unit I: Constitutional principles

Republicanism, federalism, written Constitution, presidential system, divided government,
church-state separation,independent judiciary, limited government, individual liberty

Unit I1: The federal legislature

Congress(elections, functions and powers, leadership), committee system, unique position of
House Speaker (with focus on select House Speakers)

Unit I11: The Presidency

Presidential elections and succession, functions and powers of the President, the Administration,
the President and other branches of government, presidential paraphernalia

Unit IV: The judiciary

The US Supreme Court and other courts, functions of the judiciary, the courts and party politics,
select caselaws

Unit V: Party politics in America

The two-party system, “third” parties, party organizations, parties and ideology, election
campaigns, parties and grassroots organizations

Unit VI: The states

The fifty states, governors and state assemblies, direct democracy in the states, states and local
government

Unit VII: Rights and liberties in the US

The Bill of Rights, civil and voting rights, civil liberties, the welfare state and entitlements



Unit VIII: The media and politics

The newspapers and television networks, endorsements, cinema and political propaganda, the
media and party loyalty
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