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Course Outline  

International law and policy assume critical importance in the global quest for energy transition 

from a fossil fuel-driven economic development model to a low-carbon future. Global energy 

relations today are characterized by a thickening web of international agreements and 

institutional processes, including mechanisms for compulsory dispute settlement at the inter-

State level. Hence, the regulation of energy activities in every State take shape against the 

backdrop of international legal obligations and multilateral processes amidst heightened 

concerns over global warming and climate change as well as North-South developmental 

disparities. 

The course seeks to familiarise the student with the institutional frameworks and processes of 

international energy governance today. The course will introduce the student to the ways in 

which the rules and principles of international law undergird the national regulation of energy 

activities. The course will enable the student to identify and understand the main sources of 

international legal obligations vis -a- vis the energy sector; the multilateral processes of norm 

creation and the mechanisms for authoritative interpretation of applicable norms on questions 

of global energy.  



Learning Outcomes 

 

A student undertaking the Course is required to develop and demonstrate the knowledge and 

skills to do the following: 

1. Identify and understand the role of international law and institutional frameworks in 

shaping global energy relations.  

2. Appreciate the normative character and features of diverse types of international legal 

instruments on energy.  

3. Evaluate the relationship between State sovereignty and international legal obligations 

on energy-related issues.  

4. Explore international law-making processes vis-à-vis energy issues.   

5. Assess and apply relevant inter/national judicial decisions as part of one’s energy- 

related research studies.    

1. Course Structure 

2. Theme I 

International Energy Governance: Introduction 

Definitions: energy activities, national regulation, international law and global governance 

Classification of energy sources and regulatory frameworks: Renewable energy; 

Hydrocarbons; nuclear energy; hard law, soft law instruments 

Major Actors/stakeholders- States, International Organizations, Transnational Corporations, 

Indigenous Communities, Non-Governmental Organizations.  

Issue Areas: Trade; Transit; Investment; Dispute Settlement; Development; Environment; 

Human rights 

 

Theme II: 

Normative Standards 

Sources of International Energy Governance- Treaties, Declarations and Resolutions, 

Multilateral Agreements, Regional Agreements and Bilateral Agreements 

World Petroleum Arrangements, GATT/WTO Agreements, Energy Charter Treaty 

Law-making mechanisms/Multilateral negotiation processes – The UN Frameworks, World 

Trade Organization, Regional energy initiatives, etc.  

 



Theme III: 

Institutional Mechanisms 

GATT/WTO Framework; International Atomic Energy Agency; Organization of Petroleum 

Exporting Countries; International Energy Agency; UNFCCC Process; Energy Charter Treaty 

Process; International Renewable Energy Agency; Regional Trading Arrangements 

 

Theme IV: 

Dispute Settlement 

 

 

3. Energy Disputes: Inter-State issues; Investor- State issues; Public Interest matters 

4. Types of dispute resolution mechanisms- Methods of Settlement- Negotiation, Judicial 

Settlement 

5. The legal framework for international energy arbitration- Adhoc Tribunals for 

International Arbitration  

6. WTO Dispute Settlement Body, ECT Arbitration, NAFTA Mechanism; ICSID 

System   
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• The Reading List is only indicative. Supplementary readings shall be shared in the 

Class, during the Semester as the Course progresses by.   


