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Bio:  

 

Dr. Sayantan Mandal is an Associate Professor at the Zakir Husain Centre for 

Educational Studies (ZHCES), Jawaharlal Nehru University (JNU), New Delhi. He is 

recognized for his expertise in higher education policy, critical digital education, and 

innovative teaching-learning practices. Dr. Mandal holds a PhD in Higher Education 

Policy (Cum Laude) from the University of Deusto, Spain, and a master's degree in 

Lifelong Learning: Policy and Management from Aarhus University, Denmark, 

supported by prestigious Erasmus Mundus scholarships. Prior to joining JNU, he 

served IIT Jammu, where he led pioneering research on digital education integration 

and teacher competencies in AI-enabled higher education. He has also held academic 

positions at NIEPA and the University of Delhi, and has been a visiting faculty at the 

University of British Columbia and University of Deusto. Dr. Mandal has coordinated 

several national and international research projects, and his scholarly work includes 

numerous peer-reviewed articles and edited volumes, such as the book "Roadmap for 

Humanities and Social Sciences in STEM Higher Education” (Springer). He is a 

recipient of the IIT Jammu Teaching Appreciation Award (2019-21) and has served as 

a member of the Karnataka Government’s Task Force on higher education reforms. 

 

Qualifications 

PhD: Higher Education Policy (with Cum Laude), Erasmus Mundus Fellow.  

Master’s Degrees:  

Educational Sociology, Aarhus University, Denmark 

MSc, Presidency College, Kolkata, India 

 

Fellowships and Scholarships: 

- Erasmus Mundus Masters and Doctoral Scholarships (European Commission) 



- Erasmus Mundus External Cooperation Window (EMECW) Scholarship for 

Doctoral Research 

- Fellowship by European Commission to visit University of Deusto, Spain as 

Visiting Fellow/Faculty 

 

Areas of Interest / Specialization 

Critical Higher Education Ed Tech  

Digital and Blended Learning in Higher Education  

Higher Education Teaching and Learning  

Teacher Professional Development and Competency Building 

Education Policy Analysis  

 

Experience 

Associate Professor 

Zakir Husain Centre for Educational Studies (ZHCES), Jawaharlal Nehru University 

(JNU), New Delhi 

(Current Position) 

 

Sr. Assistant Professor 

Department of Humanities and Social Sciences, IIT Jammu 

(October 2019 – May 2025) 

- Led research projects on digital education, AI competencies, and blended 

learning in higher education. 

- Developed innovative courses teaching methods for engineering students.  

- Supervised PhD scholars and coordinated academic collaborations. 

 

Assistant Professor 

Centre for Policy Research in Higher Education, NIEPA, New Delhi 

(December 2014 – October 2019) 

- Coordinated national research projects and contributed to policy evaluation. 

 

Internship 

UNESCO Institute for Lifelong Learning, Hamburg, Germany (July–September 2008) 

 

 

Awards & Honours 

Teaching Appreciation Award by IIT Jammu (2019–2021) 

Summer Attachment Program Fellowship by IIT Jammu (2023) 

Erasmus Mundus Scholarships for Masters and Doctoral studies 

Fellowship by European Commission (2016) for Visiting Faculty at University of 

Deusto, Spain 

 



International Collaboration / Consultancy 

 Visiting Faculty: 

o University of British Columbia, Vancouver, Canada (July 2023) 

o University of Deusto, Spain (June 2023) 

 Host Faculty: 

o Student exchange with University of Alberta, Canada (2023) 

o Supervised IIT Jammu scholar for exchange internship at National 

University of Singapore (2023) 

o Supervised internship at Commonwealth of Learning, New Delhi 

(2023) 
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