Course No. P 32405 — for M.Phil ( 4 credits)

Trade and Commerce in Medieval India
( Seminar paper)
Course Instructor: Prof. Pius Malekandathil

1. Revival of Long-distance trade — Its impact on the Indian Ocean- Jewish traders
linked with the Geniza of Cairo- Chinese Trade- India and the Mercantile and
Religious networks of the Rasulids of Yemen- Al-Karimis- Janet Abu Lughod and
Perceptions of Pre-Modern world system- Networks of trade in North India

2. Entry of the Portuguese- Notions of Monopoly trade — Control Systems of cartaz,
armada, fortress and cafila- Participation of the Germans and Italians in Indo-
Portuguese trade-Smuggling and piracy — Nature and composition of Commercial
Company of the Portuguese- Nature of the evolving global trade systems

3. Native Merchants, bankers and credit-givers- Emergence of New —moneyed groups-
Political economy- Nature of Commodity circulation

4. Company trade of the Dutch and the English versus the French- Contestations and
Political assertions-Formation of Indigenous Commercial companies and role of
native mercantile capital - Local mercantile collaborators — From spices to textiles-
Commodity composition- How Indian trade changed the consumption culture of
Europe

5. Trade through the movement-channels of Bhakti and Sufis- Evolution of new lines of
Transport and communication in north India — Security bolstering Mechanisms-
Changing character of trade — Commodities - Production centres and terrestrial
routes- Orientation towards global markets- Were there potentialities for capitalistic
development

Reading list
Ashtor, Eliyahu, “The Venetian Supremacy in Levantine Trade: Monopoly of Pre-

colonialism”, in Journal of European Economic History, vol.IlI, Rome, 1974.
Bouchon, Genevieve, Regent of the Sea: Cannanore’s Response to Portuguese
Expansion, 1507-1528, tran. By Louise Shackley, Delhi, 1988.

Dale, Stephen Ferderic, Indian Merchants and Eurasian Trade, 1600-1750, New York, 1994

Das Gupta, Ashin, Malabar in Asian Trade: 1740-1800, Cambridge, 1967.

Fischel, Walter J., “The Spice Trade in Mamluk Egypt”, in the Journal of the Economic
and Social History of the Orient, vol.l, Leiden, 1958.

Galletti ,A.,The Dutch in Malabar, Madras, 1912.

Goitein, S.D., A Mediterranean Society, 5 volumes, Berkeley, 1967-98.

Goitein, S.D., Letters of Medieval Jewish Traders, Princeton, 1972.

Habib, Irfan, An Atlas of the Mughal Empire, Delhi, 1982

Habib, Irfan, “ Potentialities of Capitalistic Development in the Economy of Mughal
India”,The Journal of Economic History, March, 1969

Hourani, George F., Arab Seafaring in the Indian Ocean in Ancient and Early Medieval
Times, Princeton, 1951.



Jacob, Hugo s’, The Rajas of Cochin 1663-1720:Kings, Chiefs and the Dutch East India
Company, New Delhi, 2000
Malekandathil, Pius, “Merchants, Markets and Commodities: Some Aspects of
Portuguese Commerce with Malabar”, in The Portuguese, Indian Ocean and
European Bridgehead: Festschrift in Honour of Prof.K.S.Mathew, ed. by Pius
Malekandathil and Jamal Mohammed, Fundagao Oriente, Lisbon, 2001
Malekandathil, Pius, Portuguese Cochin and the Maritime Trade of India:1500-1663( A
Volume in the South Asian Study Series of Heidelberg University, Germany),
Delhi, 2001.
Malekandathil, Pius, The Germans, the Portuguese and India, Miinster, 1999.
Malekandathil, Pius, “The Maritime Trade of Cannanore and the Global Commercial
Revolution in the 16™ and the 17% Centuries”, in Cannanore in the Maritime
History of India, ed. M.O.Koshy, Kannur, 2002
Malekandathil, Pius, “The Portuguese Casados and the Intra-Asian Trade:1500-1663”, in
Proceedings of the Indian History Congress, (615 Session), Kolkata, 2001
Malekandathil, Pius, “The Portuguese and the Ghat-Route Trade: 1500-1663, in
Pondicherry University Journal of Social Sciences and Humanities,
vol.I, No.1&2, 2000.
Markovitz, Claude(ed.), A History of Modern India, 1480-1950, New Y ork, 2004
Mathew, K.S., Portuguese Trade with India in the Sixteenth Century, New Delhi, 1983
Mukund, Kanakalatha, The Trading World of the Tamil Merchant: Evolution of Merchant
Capitalin in the Coromandel, Madras, 1999
Nambiar, O.K., The Kunjalis, Admirals of Calicut, Delhi, 1963.
Pearson, M.N.,Coastal Western India: Studies from the Portuguese Records, New Delhi,
1981.
Pinto, Celsa, Trade and Finance in Portuguese Asia, New Delhi, 1994.
Subramanian, Lakshmi, “Capital and Crowd in a declining Asian Port-City : The Anglo-
Bania order and the Surat Riots of 1795,” in Modern Asian Studies, 19, 2, 1985
Subrahmanyam, Sanjay, “Cochin in Decline, 1600-1650: Myth and Manipulation in the
Estado da India”, in Roderich Ptak(ed.),Portuguese Asia:Aspects in History
and Economic History, Stuttgart, 1987.
Subrahmanyam, Sanjay , The Portuguese Empire in Asia 1500-1700: A Political and
Economic History, London, 1993.
Tavim, Jose Alberto Rodrigues da Silva, “From Setubal to Sublime Porte: The
Wanderings of Jacome de Olivares, New Christian and Merchant of
Cochin, 1540-1571”, in Santa Barbara Portuguese Studies ed.by Sanjay
Subrahmanyam and Kenneth McPherson,vol.Il, California, 1995.
Wink, Andre, Al-Hind:The Making of the Indo-Islamic World, vol.I, New Delhi, 1999.



