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Course Description 

There is a body of concepts central to the discipline of Political Science which have been 
widely used to explore and evaluate public life and institutions. This course introduces key 
concepts underpinning politics as well as the contemporary challenges to the conceptual 
vocabulary of our discipline. This paper, the first of a set of two, examines some of these 
foundational political concepts, which have been presented here as a set of pairs with a 
view to (a) exploring the relationship between the two concepts, and (b) highlighting 
aspects of a concept that tend otherwise to be ignored. Placing concepts like state and civil 
society, and, power and authority, together allows us to draw attention to the distinction 
between the elements of the pair and raises questions that make for a better understanding 
of each concept. It also enables us to draw upon a range of different experiences, 
particularly from India, and to see how they speak to and impact upon our ways of thinking 
about essential political concepts. 

 

State\Civil Society           

Power/Authority 

Hegemony/Legitimation 

Citizenship/Civil Disobedience 

Trust\Care 

 

READINGS 

 

State – Civil Society 

 

Calhoun Craig, “Civil Society and Public Sphere”, in Public Culture, Vol 5, No2, 1995. 

Chandoke Neera, State and Civil Society, Explorations in Political Theory, Sage, Delhi, 1995 

Mclennan, David Held and Stuart Hall, The idea of the Modern state. 



2 
 

Kaviraj Sudipta and Sunil Khilnani, eds., Civil Society: History and Possibilities, Cambridge 

University Press, Cambridge, 2004. 

Alavi, Hamza, The State in Post colonial Societies. 

Carolyn.M. Elliot, Civil Society and Democracy, OUP. 

 Elliot C.M., ed., Civil Society and Democracy, Oxford University Press, Oxford, 2001. 

Foley Michael and Bob Edwards, “The Paradox of Civil Society”, Journal of Democracy,   

Vol17, No3, 1996. 

 Held David et, al, ed., The Idea of the Modern State, Open Univ Press, Bristol, 1993. 

Phillips Anne, “Does Feminism Need a Conception of Civil Society” in Simone Chambers and 

Will Kymlicka, eds., Alternative Conceptions of Civil Society, Princeton University Press, 

Princeton, 2002. 

Hardt Michael, 'The Withering of Civil Society', Social Text, 45, Winter, No4, 1995. 

Kaviraj Sudipta and Sunil Khilnani, eds., Civil Society: History and Possibilities, Cambridge 

University Press, Cambridge, 2004. 

Keane J., Civil Society and the State: New European Perspectives, Verso, 1988. 

Mamdani Mahmood, Citizen and Subject: Contemporary Africa and the Legacy of 

Colonialism, Princeton University Press, Princeton, 1996. 

Meadwell Hudson, “Post Modernism No friend of Civil Society”. 

Nielson Kai, “Reconsidering Civil Society for Now: Some Somewhat Gramscian Turnings” in 

Michael Walzer ed., Toward a Global Civil Society, Bergham Books, Oxford, 1995. 

Sadeq Emir, “Beyond Civil Society”, New Left Review, October 17, 2002. 

Walzer Michael, “Equality and Civil Society” in Simone Chambers and Will Kymlicka, eds., 

Alternative Conceptions of Civil Society, Princeton University Press, Princeton, 2002. 

Wood E.M., 'The Uses and Abuses of Civil Society' in Ralph Miliband ed., Socialist Register, 

1990. 

 

Power-Authority 

Lukes Stephen, (ed) Power, London: Basil Blackwell. 

Newmann Saul, Power and Politics in PostStructuralist Thought: New Theories of the 

Political, Routledge, London, 2005. 

Rudolph and Rudolph, Authority and Power. 

Gordon Colin et.al, eds., The Foucault Effect: Studies in Governmentality, University of  

Chicago Press, Chicago, 1991. 

Sarah Joseph, Political Theory and Power, BRILL, Delhi, 1988. 

Nelson C. and L. Grossberg eds., Marxism and Interpretation of Culture, Urbana:  University 

of Illinois Press. Mullings, L. 1984. 

Dahl Robert, Who Governs? Yale University Press, USA, 1961. 
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Foucault M., Discipline and Punish: The Birth of the Prison, trans. Alan Sheridan, New York, 

Vintage, 1979. 

Mitchell T., 'Everyday Metaphors of Power', Theory and Society, Vol 19, No5, 1990. 

Nash Kate, Globalisation, Politics and Power, Blackwell, New York, 2000. 

Rabinow Paul ed., The Foucault Reader, Pantheon, 1984. 

Raz Joseph, The Morality of Freedom, Clarendon Press, Oxford, 1986, chapters 3&4. 

 

Hegemony/ Legitimation 

Gramsci Antonio, Selection from the Prison Notebooks, London, Lawrence and Wishart, 

1979. pp. 123205, 365-6, 375-7, 106-110, 55-9. 

Held David, "Legitimation Problems and Crisis Tendencies" in David Held, Political Theory 

and the Modern State, Cambridge, Polity Press, 1989. 

Benhabib, Seyla. 1994. “Deliberative Rationality and Models of Democratic Legitimacy.” 
Constellations 1(1): 25–53. 

Weber,Essay on Three types of legitimate rule in Berkeley Publications in Society and 
Institutions 4(1): 1-11, 1958.  

 Lorrain J., Marxism and Ideology, Macmillan, London, 1985. 

Althusser L., “Ideology and Ideological State Apparatus” in Lenin and Philosophy and other 

Essays, trans. Ben Brewster, London, New Left Books, 1971. 

Anderson Perry, ‘The Antinomies of Antonio Gramsci’, New Left Review 100, 197677, pp. 

578. 

Bobbio Norberto, ‘Gramsci and the conception of civil society’ in Chantal Mouffe, ed., 

Gramsci and Marxist Theory, Routledge, London, 1979. 

Butler J., E. Laclau, and S. Zizek, Contingency, Hegemony, Universality, Verso, London, 

2000. 

Femia J., Gramsci’s Political Thought: Hegemony, Consciousness and Revolutionary Process, 

Clarendon Press, Oxford, 1981. 

Hall Stuart, “The Problem of Ideology: Marxism without Guarantees” in David Morley et al., 

eds., Critical Dialogues in Cultural Studies, Routledge, London, 1996. 

Laclau E. and C. Mouffe, Hegemony and Socialist Strategy, Verso, London, 1985. 

Sassoon Ann Showstack, "Passive Revolution and the Politics of Reform" in A.S. Sassoon, ed., 

Approaches to Gramsci, Writers and Readers, London, 1982, pp. 127148. 

Texier Jacques, "Gramsci, Theoretician of the Superstructures" in Chantal Mouffe ed., 

Gramsci and Marxist Theory , London, Routledge, 1979, pp. 4879. 
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Citizenship/Civil Disobedience 

Marshall T.H., Citizenship and Social Class and Other Essays, Cambridge University Press, 

Cambridge, 1950, pp.175 (Particularty, Section 4 in the first Essay – Citizenship and Social 

Class – ‘Social Rights in the Twentieth Century’, pp.46-75). 

Derek Heater, What is Citizenship? 

Balibar Etienne, “Propositions on Citizenship”, Ethics, 98 (4) 1988, pp. 723730. 

Dawn Oliver and Heater Derek, The Foundations of Citizenship, Harvester Wheatsheaf, New 

York, 1994 (Chapter 6: ‘Civic Virtue’ and ‘Active Citizenship’, pp.115132; chapter 10: 

Current Perspectives, pp.195215). 

Gandhi M.K., ‘Duty of Disobeying Laws’, Indian Opinion, 7 September 1907. 

________, ‘For Passive Resisters’, Indian Opinion, 21 October 1907. 

 Haksar Vinit, Civil Disobedience, Threats and Offers – Gandhi and Rawls, Oxford University 

Press, Delhi, 1986, pp.443. 

 King Martin Luther, Jr., ‘Letter from Birmingham Jail in Hugo Adam Bedau, Civil 

Disobedience in Focus, Routledge, London, 1991, 6884. 

 Kymlicka Will, Politics in the Vernacular: Nationalism, Multiculturalism and Citizenship, 

Oxford University Press, Oxford, 2001 (Part A: The Evolution of Minority Rights Debate, 

pp.1567). 

Marshall T.H., Citizenship and Social Class and Other Essays, Cambridge University Press, 

Cambridge, 1950, pp.175 (Particularty, Section 4 in the first Essay – Citizenship and Social 

Class – ‘Social Rights in the Twentieth Century’, pp.46-75). 

Rawls John, ‘Definition and Justification of Civil Disobedience’ in Hugo Adam Bedau, Civil 

Disobedience in Focus, Routledge, 1991, pp.103-121. 

Pateman Carole, , The Sexual Contract, The Polity Press, Cambridge, 1988. 

Falks Keith, Citizenship, Routledge, London, 2000. 

Thoreau Henry David, On Civil Disobedience (Resistance to Civil Government), 1849, in Hugo 

Adam Bedau, Civil Disobedience in Focus, Routledge, 1991, pp.28-48. 

 

Trust/Care 

Coleman J.H., ‘Social Capital in the Creation of Human Capital’, American Journal of 

Sociology, 94, 1988, pp.95119. 

Fukuyama Francis, 'Social Capital, Civil Society and Development', Third World Quarterly, 

22 (1), 2001, pp.720. 

Putnam R.D., ‘Bowling Alone: America’s Declining Social Capital’, Journal of Democracy, 6, 

pp.6578. 

Sevenhuijsen Selma, 'The Place of Care: The Relevance of the Feminist Ethic of Care for 

Social Policy' in Feminist Theory, 4(2), pp.179197. 
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Leira and Saraceno, “Care: Actors, relationships and contexts” in B. Hobson et.al., 

Contested Concepts in Gender and Social Politics, Cheltenham, Edward Ellar Publishing 

House, 2002, pp.55-83. 

Kovalainen Anne, “Social Capital, Trust and Dependency” in Sokratis M. Koniordos, ed., 

Networks, Trust and Social Capital: Theoretical and Empirical Investigations from Europe, 

Ashgate, London, 2005. 

Putnam R.D., Bowling Alone: The Collapse and Renewal of American Community, New York, 

Simon & Schuster, 2000. 

Weir Allison, “The Global Universal Caregiver: Imagining Women’s Liberation in the New 

Millennium”, Constellations, 12(3), 2005, pp.309-330. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


