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Any engagement with social and political reality involves the use of concepts. Concepts mediate
our understanding and representation of that reality but at the same time concepts get
rearticulated in the process of this interaction with the external reality. This interaction with
social reality is however informed by a theoretical paradigm. The meaning of concepts has
therefore to be understood in relation to the theoretical framework in which they are placed.
What the concept denotes often changes, or is nuanced and modified, as we move from one
theoretical framework to another. This course is intended to introduce young researchers to
this dialectical play between concepts, theoretical approaches and political analysis. The
readings on each of the chosen concepts have been structured to reflect the different ways in
which concepts get redefined and restructured across different theoretical frameworks. The
engagement with a concept is thus conceived as an engagement with the larger theoretical
framework and approach to the study of political reality. The students are expected to write
their assignments keeping in mind this orientation.

Concepts
1.Nationalism

2. State

3.Power & Authority
4.Democracy
5.Cosmopolitanism

6.Citizenship
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Please note that the course content is intended for a regular one semester course (four
and half months). If there are changes in the duration of the semester, corresponding
modifications will be applied with reference to the topics, class lectures and readings



