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Objectives:

This Course underlines the significance of the emergence of dalit consciousness and its implications
for contemporary democratic politics. It seeks to understand the politics of the oppressed sections
of society as expressed through a search for identity and through movements which seek
improvement in their socioeconomic status, a share in political power and ultimately destruction of
the unequal caste order.

The nature of these movements, their objectives and construction of dalit identity is sought to be
understood through existing frameworks in the first part. Part two analyses the debates on reform
and representation of the dalits and the factors underlying various anti-caste movements in the
colonial period which have significance for the post-independence period. The final part takes up a
few movements, and examines their emergence, ideology strategies of mobilisation. The
similarities/differences among these movements and their implications for politics in various
regions will be highlighted.

I. Framework for the Study of Dalit Movements

a) Social Movements — Liberal and Marxist frameworks.

b) “New” Social Movements in the West and in India.

c) Approaches to the study of dalit movements, overview of literature.
d) Changing socio-economic-position of dalits, identity and ideology.
Il. Depressed Castes and anticaste movements in the colonial period
a) The socioeconomic conditions of the depressed castes.

b) The Depressed classes and the colonial government.

¢) Gandhi and Ambedkar on social reform and representation for the depressed castes.
d) Anticaste movements in the colonial period.

lll. Dalit Movements in Post Independent India

Emergence, ideology and strategies of mobilization of major dalit movements:



a) The Republican party of India — UP and Maharashtra
b) The Dalit Panthers

c) The Bahujan Samaj party

d) The Dalit movement in Tamil Nadu

e) The Dalit Sangharsh Samiti in Karnataka

IV. Issues and Problems Concerning Dalits

a) Reservations

b) Caste-based Atrocities
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