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PO: 630 Texts in Political Philosophy


What is a text? How should we read a text? Is it enough to move from sentence to sentence, page by page, from the beginning to the end of a text? How do we arrive at the meaning of the text? Should we focus on the author’s intended meaning? Can we arrive at the meaning of a text that was written in a different historical period? What is the purpose of reading texts? What constitutes the text? Does the text have clearly marked boundaries? 

Drawing upon the debates in the philosophy of the social sciences, in particular in and around the hermeneutic tradition, the aim of the Course is to - i) introduce students to some of the methodological and philosophical issues involved in reading a text and understanding its meaning; 
b) appreciate the complex issues involved in interpreting a text by systematically reading an identified text. 

Every year the Course takes up one major text in western or Indian political philosophy. This semester the text that we will be reading is - Lectures on the History of Philosophy - by G.W.F. Hegel . The students would be required to read the prescribed text along with interpretations of the text and debates generated around it.

Each student will be asked to initiate discussion on specific sections of the identified text and submit one Term paper. Evaluation of these would be supplemented by an end term examination where students would be required to write an Essay around the texts that have been collectively read and discussed.
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