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Abstract: In this paper I examine religious practices during the reign of the Early Chalukyas, and 

their constructions at Aihole. Situating this research within broader anthropological themes such 

as elite identity formation and re-use of landscapes I argue the following: first, Chalukyas settled 

and transformed a pre-existing memorial landscape that was also a thriving habitation during the 

first millennium CE; second, the female deities during Chalukya times-Saptamatrika and Lajja-

Gauri-were locally worshipped by pastoralists and were co-opted by the Chalukyas, affirming the 

latter’s strong local identity yet ensuring social exclusivity. I examine archaeological, 

architectural and iconographic evidence at Aihole, along with ethnographic evidence of narrative 

imagery from pastoral mythology in North Karnataka and Southern Maharashtra. In conclusion, I 

present recent thoughts to take this research forward in exciting new directions, especially 

highlighting the need for a more integrated approach bringing together ecological studies using 

remote sensing techniques, ethno-historic studies, alongside epigraphical and archival research. 

These, I hope, will enable better understandings of the dynamics of the pasts under study.   
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