An Aesthetic Education in Sultanate India:

Sound and Wonder in The Key of the Learned of Shadiyabadi, ca. 1490
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a teacher who excites us, stirs our
curiosity, and indeed our pas cture introduces a multilingual illustrated
dictionary made in sultanate India that immersed its readers.in an aesthetic education through
the sounds and wonders of word and image. The illustrated manuscript of interest is the Key of
the Learned (Miftah al-Fuiala, British Library Or. 3299) attributed to Mandu circa 1490. Although
the Key of the Learned contains quadruple the number of illustrations in comparison to Mandu's
famed Book of Delights (Ni‘matnamah), it has received minimal scholarly attention. Its study thus
opens up new vistas onto sultanate book culture and has broader implications for early modern
Indian art well into the sixteenth century.
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