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Jawaharlal Nehru University 
 

Special Centre for National Security Studies 
 

COURSE TITLE: DOMESTIC/INTERNAL SECURITY STUDIES OF INDIA 
 

Course Number: SN-702 
Course Teacher:  
Contact Details:  
Course Credit: 03 
Duration: One semester 
Instruction Method: Lectures, tutorials and seminars 
Evaluation Method:  Sessional work and semester examination 
Contact Hours: One hour after the class & by appointment 

 
Objective: 
The objective of the course is to provide a comprehensive overview of various internal 
security challenges facing India. The course provides an ontological and 
epistemological analysis of internal security threats such as terrorism, insurgency, 
extremism, illegal migration, illicit trafficking of drugs, narcotics and human beings, 
etc. These threats require in-depth study as well as enquiry not because they disrupt 
peace and political order in the country, but also due to their potential threats to the 
democratic structure of the Indian state. The course also offers insights into the 
strategies, policies, institutions and structures that India has formulated and built to 
tackle these complex challenges, and ensure peace and security in the country. The 
course will generate new knowledge and expertise on the subject through high-level 
research and training. 
 
Course Structure 

1. Internal Security: Definition; Types of threats and challenges to Internal 

Security —insurgency, terrorism, communal riots, organized crime, porous 

borders; Role of external state and non-state actors; Structures/organisations 

to deal with internal security threats; Various Security forces and agencies and 

their mandate; Police Reforms; Role of media - print, electronic and social 

media; Social alienation; poverty and unemployment; Inter-State river water 

dispute. 

2. Insurgencies in the Northeast: Genesis of insurgencies; types of 

insurgencies and ethnic conflicts — Naga insurgency, Assam agitation, Bodo 

insurgency; Counter-insurgency — doctrine, operations, legal provisions, role 

of military/armed police forces/local police, role of civil societies in conflict 

resolution and peace building.  

3. Left Wing Extremism: Definition; Ideology; Genesis and history—Tebhaga 

Movement, Naxalbari revolt; Geographical spread; Structure — Committees 

(central, regional, divisional), Peoples’ Liberation Guerrilla Army, United 

Front, international linkages; Anti-Naxal operations, policies, role of 

governments, security forces and civil societies.  

4. Terrorism: Definition; Types of terrorism — cross-border/ foreign, home 

grown/indigenous; terrorist organisations in India; linkages with international 
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terrorist networks and organisations; cross-border terrorism in Jammu & 

Kashmir; terror financing; linkages between terrorism and organized crime. 

5. Security challenges to border & coastal areas: threats and challenges 

— infiltration by terrorist groups, illegal migration, drug and narcotics 

trafficking, gun running, smuggling; border management — border guarding, 

border regulation, development of border areas, and cooperation of 

neighbours; coastal security mechanism; community participation. 

Readings 

 Peter Andreas, “Redrawing the Line: Borders and Security in the Twenty-First 

Century”, International Security, Vol. 28, No. 2, Fall, 2003, pp. 78-111; 

 R. Samaddar, The Marginal Nation, Sage: Calcutta, 1999. 

 Srikant Paranjpe (ed.), Internal Security in India: Issues, Structures and 

Approaches, Indus Source Books, 2016. 

 Sanjoy Hazarika, Rites of Passage: Border Crossings, imagined Homeland, 

India’s east and Bangladesh, Penguin: New Delhi, 2000. 

 Bina Lakshmi Nephram, South Asia's fractured frontier: armed conflict, 

narcotics and small arms proliferation in India's north east , Mittal 

Publishers: Delhi, 2002. 

 Mahendra P. Lama, “India’s North-East States: Narcotics, Small Arms and 

misgovernance, Ethnic Studies Report, Vol. XIX, No. 2, July 2001, 

http://docshare04.docshare.tips/files/15886/158869640.pdf. 

 Pranati Datta, “Push-Pull Factors of Undocumented Migration from 

Bangladesh to West Bengal: A Perception Study,” The Qualitative Report, 

Volume 9 (2), June 2004, pp. 335-358. 

 Pushpita Das, “Illegal Migration from Bangladesh: Deportation, Fences, Work 

Permit”, IDSA Monograph No. 56, December 2016. 

 Pushpita Das, “Drug Trafficking in India: A Case for Border Security”, IDSA 

Occasional Paper NO. 4, May 2012. 

 Pushpita Das, “Coastal Security: An Indian Experience”, IDSA Monograph 

Series No. 22, September 2013. 

 Willem Van Schendel, The Bengal Borderland: Beyond State and Nation in 

South Asia, Anthem Press: London, 2005. 

 Willem van Schendel and Itty Abraham, Illicit Flows and Criminal Things 

States, Borders, and the Other Side of Globalization, Indiana University Press: 

Bloomington 2005.  

 Reece Jones, Border Walls: Security and the War on Terror in the United 

States, India, and Israel, Zed Books: London and New York, 2012.  

 Said Saddiki, World of Wars: The Structure, Role and Effectiveness of 

Separate Barriers, Open Book Publishers: Cambridge, 2017. 

 Gautam Das, Securing India's Borders: Challenges and Policy Options,  

Pentagon Press: New Delhi, 2011. 

 Om Shankar Jha, “Community Participation in Border Management”, Journal 

of Defence Studies, Vol 3. No 3. July 2009. 



 
 

3 

 Sanjib Baruah, India Against Itself: Assam and the Politics of Nationality, 

Oxford University Press: New Delhi, 1999. 

 Paul Brass, 1991: Ethnicity and Nationalism: Theory and Comparison, Sage: 

New Delhi, 1991. 

 Bidyut Chakrabarty, (ed): Centre-State Relations in India, New Delhi: Segment 

Book Distributors, G.B. Pant Social Science Institute, Allahabad, 1990. 

 S.K. Chaube, Hill Politics in North-East India, Mittal Pubs.: Delhi, 1973. 

 Dipankar Gupta, The Context of Ethnicity: Sikh Identity in a Comparative 

Perspective, Oxford University Press: New Delhi, 1996. 

 B. Pakem, (ed.), Insurgency in North East India, Omsons Publications: New 

Delhi, 1997.  

 N. Manoharan, Security Deficit: Comprehensive Internal Security Strategy for 

India, Pentagon Press: New Delhi, 2011. 

 N. Manoharan, “India's Internal Security Situation: Threats and Responses”, 

India Quarterly, December 2013, Vol. 69, No. 4, December 2013, pp. 367-381. 

 N. Manoharan, “Federal Aspects of Internal Security: Indian Case”, Maritime 
Affair, Vol. 10, Issue 1, 2014, pp. 33-53. 

 Subir Bhowmik, Insurgent Crossfire: North-East India, Spantech & Lancer, 

1995. 

 S. Kalyanaraman, “India and the Challenge of Terrorism in the Hinterland” 

Strategic Analysis, Vol. 34, Issue: 5, September 2010. 

 Vandana Asthana, “Cross-Border Terrorism in India: Counterterrorism 

Strategies and Challenges”, ACDIS Occasional Papers, University of Illinois, 

2010. 

  Praveen Swami, “Terrorism in Jammu and Kashmir in theory and practice”, 

India Review, Vol. 2, Issue 3, 55-88, 2003. 

 Ved Marwah, “India's internal security challenges”, Strategic Analysis, Vol. 27, 
No. 4, 2003, pp. 503-515. 

 Sanjay K Jha, “Delhi Blasts, Terror Networks and India's Internal Security”, 
Strategic Analysis, Vol. 29, No. 4, 2005, pp. 717-722. 

 Sukanya Podder, “The Politics of Gun Control and India's Internal Security”, 
Strategic Analysis, Vol. 31, No. 4, 2007, pp. 675-687. 

 Saroj Kumar Rath, “New terrorist threat to India's internal security: the danger 
from Pakistan's ‘Karachi Project’”, Defense & Security Analysis, vol. 30, No. 3, 
2014, pp. 196-208. 

 C. Christine Fair, “Prospects for effective internal security reforms in India”, 
Commonwealth & Comparative Politics, Vol. 50, No. 2, 2012, pp. 145-170 

 Namrata Goswami, “India's counter-insurgency experience: the ‘trust and 
nurture’ strategy”, Small Wars & Insurgencies, Vol. 20, No. 1, 2009, pp. 66-86. 

 Sarah J. Watson & C. Christine Fair, “India's Stalled Internal Security Reforms”, 
India Review, Vol. 12, No. 4, 2013, pp. 280-299. 

 Paul Staniland, “Internal security strategy in India”, India Review, Vol. 17, No. 
1, 2018, pp. 142-158. 

 Bibhu Prasad Routray, “India's internal wars: counterinsurgency role of central 
police forces”, Small Wars & Insurgencies, Vol. 24, No. 4, 2013, 648-668. 
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 Vinay Kaura, “India’s federalism puzzle, counter-terrorism challenge and 
NCTC debate”, Journal of Policing, Intelligence and Counter Terrorism, Vol. 
15, Issue 2, 2020, pp. 154-174. 

 Srinath Raghaven, “Protecting the Raj: The Army in India and Internal 
Security, c. 1919–39”, Small Wars & Insurgencies, Vol. 16, No. 3, 2005, pp. 253-
279. 

 Smruti S Pattanaik, “Politics of Illegal Immigration and India Bangladesh 
Relations”, IDSA Issue Brief, March 16, 2014, 
https://idsa.in/system/files/sspattanaik160514_0.pdf. 

 M. Amarjeet Singh, “Narendra Modi and Northeast India: development, 
insurgency and illegal migration”, Journal of Asian Public Policy, Vol. 9, No. 
2, 2016, pp. 112-127. 

 Paul Staniland & Drew Stommes, “New data on Indian security force fatalities 
and demographics”, India Review, Vol. 18, No. 3, 2019, pp. 288-323. 

 Gurudas Das, “India's North‐East soft underbelly: Strategic vulnerability and 
security”, Strategic Analysis, Vol. 26, No. 4, 2002, pp. 537-549. 

 Rameez Abbas, “Internal migration and citizenship in India”, Journal of Ethnic 
and Migration Studies, Vol. 42, No. 1, 2016, pp. 150-168. 

 Bidita Dhar & R. B. Bhagat, “Return migration in India: internal and 
international dimensions”, Migration and Development, 2020, 
https://www.iipsindia.ac.in/sites/default/files/Return_migration_in_India_i
nternal_and_international_dimensions.pdf. 

 NN Vohra, “Is India Under Threat? Growing Concerns about India’s Internal 

Security”, World Affairs, Vol. 1, No. 3, 1997, pp. 64-77 

 Pradeep Kumar, “Impasse over internal security policies in multi-party federal 

state”, The Indian Journal of Political Science, Vol. 74, No. 1, 2013, pp. 129-136. 

 Michael Gillan, “Refugees or infiltrators? The Bharatiya Janata Party and 
“illegal” migration from Bangladesh”, Asian Studies Review, Vol. 26, No. 1, 
2002, pp. 73-95. 

 Marie Percot, “‘Picking up the neighbours’ waste’: migration of Bangladeshi 
villagers to India metropolises”, Migration and Development Volume 9, Issue 
1, 2020, pp. 43-55. 

 Lacin Idil Oztig, “Justification by the US and India for their border controls 
against illegal immigration”, Asian Journal of Political Science, 24:3, 2016, 
pp. 269-284. 

 
 


