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Course Objectives  
The aim of this course is to help students to address research problems effectively, accurately 

and holistically. It is aimed to provide students with methodological knowledge and research 

design skills that can help them in understanding, analyzing, writing and presenting research in 

an efficient manner. The following are the key objectives: 

 

 To introduce students to the research methods used while doing research in their 

respective area studies/world politics 

 To introduce students to the relevant key concepts required for their PhD research 

including literature review, collecting data, fact-finding, effective analysis, and research 

writing 

 To familiarize students with various theories of international relations that need to be 

applied during research for building appropriate conceptual framework 

 To evaluate the application of different research methodologies to the analysis of 

discourses of world politics 

 

Learning Outcomes 

 Evaluate their own position on these key debates, with regards to their PhD research in 

terms of the information already available (literature review), and the research gap (scope 

of research). 

 Understand the basics of the critical analysis in their respective research. 

 Know the theories of international relations and their significance while analyzing a 

research problem. 

 Grasp the key methods of research and use the appropriate ones for research. 

 Learn the ways to effectively write and present facts/data/analysis. 

 

Evaluation Methods 

Class Participation (10%); Sessional Work (Term Paper and Presentation (40%) End-term 

Examination (50%) 

 

 



Course Content 

  

1. Introduction to Research 

 Understanding research 

 Scope, types and limitations of research in Social Sciences and International 

Relations 

 Research Approaches 

 

2. Research Design 

 Identifying objectives of research, formulating research questions and 

hypotheses 

 Descriptive and exploratory 

 Experimental and evaluative 

 

3. Research Methods and Techniques 

 Qualitative Methods 

 Quantitative methods 

 Mixed methods and triangulation 

 Case-study research 

 Literature Review and Bibliographical Essay 

 Primary and secondary data and sources 

 Data collection: Questionnaires, interviews, direct observation 

 

4. Theories of International Relations, Area Studies  and Foreign Policy 

 Realism 

 Liberalism 

 English School 

 Constructivism 

 Marxism 

 Critical Theory 

 Feminism 

 Post Colonialism 

 Basics of Foreign Policy 

 Indian Foreign Policy 

 

5. Sources of Area Studies Research 

 Description of source material with specific focus on  primary and secondary sources 

 Sources specific to Canada, US and Latin America 

 



6. Analysis in Research 

 Analysis of historical, geographical, regional, strategic and cultural factors that 

determine conflict or cooperation 

 Intelligence data analysis 

 Attributes of strategic analyst 

 

7. Critical Thinking and Academic Research 

 Attributes of a good critique 

 Critical thinking  

 Evaluating Information with Critical Thinking 

 

8. Academic Writing 

 Language Proficiency 

 Attributes of effective PhD thesis 

 Research Proposal writing 

 Report writing 

 Preparing Executive Summary/Abstract writing 

 

********** 
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University Press, 2021) 
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 Norman K. Denzin, ‘The Sage Handbook of Qualitative Research’, (London: Sage, 2018) 
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Scientific Inference in Qualitative Research’, (Princeton: Princeton University Press, 
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*Reading list is dynamic in nature. 
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