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Course Outline 
 
I. Domestic Debates in Post-War Japan 
 
What are the core arguments of the competing schools of thoughts in post-war Japan 
on what kind of power it should aim to be, and the role Tokyo should perform 
globally? How do realists, liberalists, and constructivists explain Japan’s choices? 
How are the different schools of thought positioned on the key verticals of: 
 
1. Article 9 of the Constitution 
2. Legality of the Self Defense Force (SDF) 
3. Nature of the US-Japan alliance 
4. Historical narratives of Japan’s past  
 

  

II. Demystifying Foreign Policy through Primary Documents  
 
1. Treaty of Mutual Cooperation and Security Between Japan and the US. 
2. MOFA Diplomatic Bluebook.  
3. ODA Charter  
4. MOFA Free and Open Indo-Pacific (FOIP). 
5. National Security Strategy 2013. 
6. National Security Strategy 2022. 
7. Joint Statements of key Bilateral/Trilateral Meetings 

  
 

III. Role of Leadership in Making of Post-War Japan 
 
1. Nobusuke Kishi and US-Japan security Treaty.  
2. Yoshida Shigeru and National Diet (Parliament) debates.  



3. Eisaku Sato and Okinawa Reversion.  
4. Koizumi Junichiro and the North Korea re-set. 
5. Abe Shinzo and the narrative of ‘Japan is Back’. 
6. Kishida Fumio and the narrative of ‘Ukraine today can be East Asia tomorrow. 

  
 

IV. Key Issues in Foreign Policy  
 
1. Developmental Aid. 
2. Quality Infrastructure. 
3. Nuclear Debate.  
4. Sovereignty and Contested Territorial Claims. 
5. Japan as a Naval power in the Indo-Pacific. 
6. Taiwan Contingency. 
7. Japan and Peacekeeping. 
8. North Korean Nuclear and Missile programme 
9. Economic Security: Critical and Emerging Technologies/Semiconductor Alliance.  
10. Politics of FTAs: CPTPP and RCEP 
11. Energy Security: Post-Fukushima and Post-Ukraine. 
12. Environment and Climate Change 

  

V. Japan and the Indo-Pacific 
 
1. Japan’s policy shifts towards: China/Korean Peninsula/Russia.  
2. Japan and Indo-Pacific trilaterals and Quad(s).  
3. Japan-ASEAN related security mechanisms. 
4. Japan-NATO cooperation.  
5. Japan’s security outreach with major European powers: the UK, France, Germany. 
6. Japan’s position on AUKUS, Five Eyes, Issues in the Pacific Islands.  
7. Japan in United Nation Debates. 
8. Japan in G7  
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