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Course Objectives

The objective of the course is to provide an understanding of the British, Russian and Chinese
interests in terms of policies and activities in Central Asia during the nineteenth century, i.e.,
at the height of the ‘Great Game’. It primarily focusses on the geopolitics in Central Asia by
exploring a period of political power struggles witnessed due to the Tsarist Russian expansion
and the British move to contain it and create a buffer zone in the region. Since the Great Game
had a stake that was much greater than Central Asia the course deals with the entire region
from the Caspian Sea in the west to Tien Shan in the east, encompassing the whole of Central
Asia, Xinjiang, Tibet, Mongolia and Afghanistan. Such treatment provides a holistic view of
developments there. While discussing the Anglo-Russian strategies in the region, this course
evaluates the implications of these developments for India’s north and north-west frontiers.

Learning Outcomes

On completion of the course, the students will be able to acquire an in-depth knowledge of the
purpose and consequences of the Great Game, a political and diplomatic power struggle that
existed in the 19" century between Tsarist Russia and the British Empire over Afghanistan and
the adjoining territories of Central Asia. The course will also enable the students to grasp the
significance of the policies and activities of the Great powers including China towards
Mongolia, Tibet and Xinjiang besides demonstrating ability to analyse the implications of the
related developments in the entire region of Central Asia for India’s north and north-west
frontiers.

Evaluation Methods

The evaluation of student’s performance is done purely on the basis of academic merit. Grading
and marks will be awarded for Class participation (10%), Sessional work (40%) and End
semester examination (50%).

Course Content

The course will cover the following themes:
Section I: Great Powers and Central Asia in Historical Perspective

1. Central Asia: A Historical Overview
2. Geostrategic Significance of Central Asia and Great Power Interest



3. Tsarist Russian Annexation of Central Asia and Russian Policies
4. British Policy in Afghanistan and Central Asia
Section I1: Great Power Policies and Activities in Central Asia

1. The ‘Great Game’: Anglo-Russian Rivalry over Central Asia and Afghanistan
2. Mongolia in Sino-Russian Relations
3. Chinese Policies in Xinjiang
4. British Policy towards Tibet
Section 111: Geopolitics in Central Asia and Beyond

1. Changing Great Power Perspectives on the Pamirs and India’s North West frontiers
(late 19" Century)

2. Changes in Great Power Policies towards Xinjiang, Tibet and Mongolia

3. Geopolitical Implications for Central Asia-India Relations

4. Central Asia and adjoining territories at the down of 20" Century
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