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Course Objectives: The Course deals with the economy of the five Central Asian countries 

and the political economy of their regional cooperation. It begins with the theoretical 

approaches to understand regional cooperation by discussing examples from different 

regions. To understand Central Asia the course begins with its geographical characteristics, 

natural resources like Oil and Gas, initiatives by the individual countries to harness the 

resources. It discusses the interests and involvement of the extra-regional countries in 

harnessing the natural resources in Central Asia. The student would learn about the initiaves 

taken by the Central Asian countries towards their economic development through regional 

cooperation, how politics within the countries and region impacts their decisions and 

outcomes.  

 

Learning outcomes: 

1. The students will understand geoeconomics of Central Asia. 

2. Understand new great game in the region. 

3. Critically learn the linkage between politics and economics 

 

Evaluation Methods: Mid term tests/assignments, End Semester Exam 

 

Course Content: 

 

1. Political Economy: Theoretical Approaches 

International Political Economy 

Regionalism 

Regional Cooperation in Central Asia 

 

2. Geophysical Characteristics  

Landlocked Countries: Characteristics 

Land: Land Reforms and its Impact on Conflict 

Border: Border Disputes & Conflict Potential, Cross Border Migration; Border 

Management; Cross Border Movement of Persons, Goods and Services 

Demography: Population Distribution and Growth Pattern, Rural-Urban Distribution 

 

3. Natural Resources and geopolitical dynamics 

Availability of Natural resources in Central Asia 

Politics of Natural Resource Management, Resource Distribution and Geo-political 

Implications  



Transboundary water issues 

Oil & Gas Politics 

Environmental Challenges: Aral Sea 

 

4. Infrastructural Development and Regional Prospects 

Oil and Gas Pipelines, national policies, regional initiatives, involvement of external 

players 

Roads and  Railways: Legal and Regulatory Framework, Transport & Logistics 

Services, Regional Cooperation in Transport and Custom Transit 

Regional Cooperation and Management in Transport and Communication 

Transport and Trade Linkages 

 

5. Regionalism and Multilateralism in Central Asia 

Regional Integration in Central Asia: Problems and Potential Areas 

Regional Organizations (CIS, CACO, CAREC, ECO, Eurasian Economic Union, 

SCO and SPECA): Objective, Progress and Prospects  
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