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Course Objectives

The objective is to create awareness among the student about developments in Latin American
politics and society since the 1990s. It focusses on the major issues confronting Latin American
countries at the domestic, regional and international level from an International Relations (IR)
perspective. It offers a better understanding of how the world views contemporary Latin
America. It examines the major debates in the region such as trends in electoral politics and
challenges to democracy, regional integration, identity politics, migration, narco-trafficking,
poverty, income inequality and social policies, energy, resource extractivism and strategic
concerns.

Learning Outcomes

On completion of the course, students should be able to demonstrate familiarity with a wide
range of Latin American political, economic and social development issues being discussed in
IR; have a theoretical understanding of political processes; analyse the significance of events and
developments in contemporary Latin America and its role in world politics. It would help the
students acquire a multi-faceted perspective on Latin America.

Evaluation Methods

Class participation (10%);
Sessional work (40%);
End-semester Examination (50%)

Course Content

1. Theoretical Approaches in International Relations to Understand Latin America

e Realism

e Institutionalism

e Liberalism

e Constructivism

e Critical Approaches

2. Political Issues

e Changing Nature of Democracy: Categorisation as Full (Chile)/Flawed (Brazil
and Argentina/ Hybrid (Honduras)/Authoritarian (Cuba, Venezuela and
Nicaragua)

e Citizens’ Participation/Engagement; Movements and Protests
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e Regionalism: Regional Groupings such as CELAC, ALBA, UNASUR and
PROSUR

e BorderDisputes: Case studies (Argentina and Chile, Venezuela and Guyana,
Chile and Peru, Nicaragua and Colombia)

e Global Politics: Participation in Inter-American and international fora; Regional
Powers (Brazil) and Extra-regional Powers (China and US)

3. Economic and Environmental Dimensions

Sustainable Development; Climate Change

Regional Economic Integration: MERCOSUR, Pacific Alliance, CARICOM
Trade and Foreigninvestments (Emerging and Developed Economies)

Latin American Multilateralism and India: BRICS, IBSA and BASIC

4. Strategic and Security Concerns

Threat Perceptions in Latin America
Migration

Energy Security

Terrorism and Human Rights; drug-trafficking
Pandemic; Nuclear; and Space
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