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Course Objectives

Latin American foreign policy will be studied in the context of the dynamics of the
political systems in the countries concerned as expressed in the power structure and
political behavior and the current national policy problems. Attention will be given to
major countries in the diverse issues faced by these countries including the Caribbean.

Learning Outcomes

The student is expected to develop a well-balanced thought process and analytical skills
to be able to examine different issues of concern and interest in the Latin American
region especially with respect to sustainable development, environmental politics,
regional groupings, security issues including energy, nuclear and migration. The student
should be able to evaluate and draw conclusions from global political debates applied to
the Latin American region. The student should be able to reflect on these issues in the
context of the Indian foreign policy perspective.

Evaluation Method
Sessional work: Class participation (10%) and term paper (40%)
End-Semester Examination: (50%)

Course Content

Theme I: Latin America in the international political system
Approaches to understanding Latin America foreign policies;
Understanding a political system; Latin America as a regional sub-
system; different eras in the Latin American sub-system

Theme I1: Latin America and the United States
a) Latin America and the United States in 19" century—Monroe doctrine,
US interventionism, pan-Americanism, OAS
b) Latin America-United States relations in the aftermath of the Cold
War—issues and trends



Theme I11:  Latin America in the international political economy
Importance of resources; dependency and modernization theories

Theme IV:  Multilateralism and regionalism in Latin America
Patterns in regional integration: economy, politics and diplomacy

Theme V: Security issues in Latin America
Rio Treaty, Tlatelolco and NPT; traditional and Non-traditional security
challenges in Latin America; Geo-politics of the Caribbean

Theme VI:  Latin America and India
Diplomatic history; political ties; trade and investments

Theme VII: Latin America and the international politics of environment
Awareness of environmental issues; significance of Brazil in global
environmental politics for Latin America; current issues of climate change
and deforestation

Theme VIII: Foreign policy of select countries in Latin America and
Caribbean
Brazil; Mexico; Chile; Caribbean
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Dos Santos, Theotonio, “The Structure of Dependence,” American Economic Review,
vol. 60, issue 2, 1970, pp. 231-36.
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