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Objective: The West Asia and North Africa (WANA) region occupies an important place in global 
politics essentially because of its geostrategic location and abundant energy resources; thus, being 
the cynosure of great power rivalry. Consequently, the region has experienced political instability, 
especially in the post-War global order. The region was also at the centre of the US-USSR rivalry during 
the Cold War. Post-Cold War shifts in global order brought new sets of challenges for the region, and 
in the 21st century the rise of China has brought the region at the perimeter of the evolving US-China 
rivalry. The course aims to develop a comprehensive understanding among students of the 
importance of the WANA region in global politics, and how the two affect and are affected by each 
other. 

Learning Outcome: The course will help student develop a broad understanding of regional geopolitics 
and the interactions between WANA and global politics in contemporary times. 

Course Outline 

Unit I. Locating WANA in World Politics: Disintegration of Ottoman Empire; Colonisation; British 
Influence; nationalist and resistance movements. 

Unit II. Geopolitics of WANA: Cartography, Sykes-Picot agreement; Regional order; Location and 
resources. 

Unit III. Post-War Great Power Competition: Cold War; Arab-Israeli conflict; Pan-Arabism vs. Pan-
Islamism; Oil and energy politics; Bipolar vs. Unipolar world. 

Unit IV. WANA in the Post-Cold War International Order: Multipolarity; Terrorism and War on Terror; 
Rise of Asia; Arab uprisings and regional [dis]order. 
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