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Course Objectives: Since its advent in the 7th century CE, Islam has been an integral part of the
societies in WANA with deep-rooted social, political, economic and cultural impacts. Often the
WANA region is considered as Islamic or Muslim as identified by the majority of the people and
countries. As a set of faith, Islam traces its lineage in Abrahamic monotheism with Judaism and
Christianity preceding it. Over the years, while the lived experiences of Islam have evolved and
varied, the basic tenets and the broad theology have remained set. This has partly been underlined
as the cause of Islam’s “incompatibility” with modernity. The course seeks to introduce students to
the broad tenets of Islam, its history and diversity, and more importantly, its impact on the society
and politics in contemporary WANA.

Learning Outcome: The course would enable the students to understand the role of Islam both as a
religious and a political force, as well as its interaction with modernity, in shaping the politics and
inter-state relations in WANA.

Course Outline

Unit I. Advent and Early Spread: Arabia before Islam; Mohammed’s lifetime before and after
revelation; Establishment of the Medina state and conquest of Mecca; Four Righteous Caliphs (632 —
661 CE); Dynastic Rules (Umayyad and Abbasid Empires); Conquests, infightings and consolidation.

Unit Il. Faith, Tenets and Lived Experiences: The faith and its basic tenets; Quran and Hadith; sects
and divisions; figh and madhab; Sharia; Influence of Arab culture and Arabic language; Global Islam

Unit lll. Islam and Modernity: Debates on modernity; Fundamentalism; Islamic revivalism;
Modernism; Political Islam; Pan-Islamism; Wahhabism; Salafism; Idea of Jihad; Extremism and
terrorism.

Unit IV. Islam in Contemporary WANA: Islam and state; Source of legitimacy; Sharia as a source of
law; Sectarianism and religious conflicts; Role of ulema; Globalisation and Islam
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