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CENTRE FOR WEST ASIAN STUDIES 

SCHOOL OF INTERNATIONAL STUDIES 

                                                 JAWAHARLAL NEHRU UNIVERSITY 
 

M. A. International Relations-West Asian Studies 
 

Course No.  :  WA404 

Course Title  :  State and Politics in North Africa 

Course Teacher :  Prof. Mahendra Pratap Rana 

Credits: Four 

Instruction Method :  Lectures, Seminars/Tutorials  

Evaluation Method :  Class Participation, Assignments and End-Semester Exam. 

Course Duration :  One Semester  

Contact Hours  : 04 

 

 

Objectives: The course seeks to disseminate knowledge on state and politics in North Africa 

covering the colonization process, anti-imperialist struggles, political system, political process, 

the role of regional and external actors, and the future of democratic movements in the region. 

Taking a cue from this, the course will provide enough scope to the students for a comprehensive 

and analytical understanding of the subject in emerging domains. It will also enable them to have 

an in-depth study of the state and politics in North Africa. 

 

Learning Outcome: The Course encourages analytical and critical thinking among the learners 

to expand their depth in the political and regional issues of North Africa.  

  

Course Content 

 

Unit-I: Historical Background: Colonization Process and Anti-imperialist Struggles; Political 

Parties during the Colonial period in Algeria, Egypt, Libya, Morocco and Tunisia; Colonization 

of Western Sahara; Polisario Front; UN Peace Initiatives; Saharan Arab Democratic Republic 

(SADR). 

 

Unit-II: Political System: State Formation; Role of Military; the Party System; and 

Constitutional Evolution and Reforms; elections  

 

Unit-III: Political Process: Political Liberalization, People’s Movement for Democratic Rights 

in 2011; Emergence of Muslim Brotherhood and other Radical Organizations after 2011; 

Refugee Crisis 

 

Unit-IV: Regional and External Factors: The Role of Regional Actors in the Politics of North 

Africa; External Actors and their Role; Competing Geo-Political Interests and Future of 

Democratic Movements in North Africa,  

 

 

Readings 

Unit-I:  

Abun-Nasr, Jamil M. (1975). History of the Maghreb, London, Cambridge University Press.  

Arvin, Lois A. & Michael P.(1984). Modern Middle East and North Africa, Macmillan. 
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Barkat, Halim (ed.) (1985). Contemporary North Africa, Issue of Development and Integration, 

London, Croom Helm. 

Bennoune, Mahfoud(1988). The Making of Contemporary Algeria, 1930-1987: Colonial 

Upheavals and Post-independence Development, Cambridge, Cambridge 

University Press. 

Bonora, Waisman (2003).France and the Algerian Conflict, Issues of Democracy and Political 

Stability (1988-1995), Aldershot, U.K., Ashgate. 

Charrad, Mounira M.(2001). States and the Women’s Rights: The Making of Postcolonial 

Tunisia, Algeria, and Morocco, Berkeley, University of California Press. 

Confer, Vencent (1966). France and Algeria: The Problem of Civil and Political Reform (1870-

1920),Syracuse, N.Y., Syracuse University Press, 1966. 

El-Fasi, Alal (1949). Independence Movement in Arab North Africa, New York. 

Laroui, Abdullah(1977). History of the Maghreb: An Interpretative Essay,Princeton, New 

Jersey,Princeton University Press. 

Pasha, A.K., “India’s Cultural Diplomacy in West Asia and North Africa,” in Anwar Alam (ed). 

India and West Asia in an era of Globalization, New Delhi, New Century Publications, 

2008. 

Unit-II: 

 

Ashford, D. E. (1961).   Political Changes in Morocco, London, Princeton University Press. 

Bernard, Stephane (1968).  The Franco-Moroccan Conflict: 1943-1956. New Haven, Yale 

University Press. 

Bidwell, Robin Leonard (1973). Morocco Under Colonial Rule:  French administration of Tribal 

Areas 1912-1956, London, Frank Cass. 

Blundy, David and Andrew Lycett (1997). Qaddafi and the Libyan Revolution, Boston, Little 

Brown. 

Cooley, John K. (1983). Libyan Sandstorm: The Complete Account of Qaddafi Revolution, 

London, Sidgwick and Jackson. 

Gerster, G. (1961).Sahara: Desert of Destiny, New York, Le Tourneau.  

Halstead, John P. (1967) .Rebirth of a Nation: The Origins and Rise of Moroccan 

Nationalism: 1912-1944, Cambridge, Harvard University Press. 

 Harris, L.C. (1986). Libya-Qaddafi’s Revolution and the Modern State, Boulder Co., Westview 

Press,  

Hermassi, Elbaki (1972).Leadership and National Development in North Africa: A Comparative 

Study, Berkley, University of California Press.   

Hodges, Tony (1984).Western Sahara: Polisario's War for Independence. Westport, 

Connecticut. 

Honwana, Alcinda (2013).Youth and Revolution in Tunisia, London, Zed Books. 

Jackson, Henry F. (1977). The FLN in Algeria, Party and Development in a Revolutionary 

Society, Santa Barbara, CA, Praeger. 

Kikhia, O. El Mansour (1997). Libya’s Qaddafi: The Politics of Contradiction, Florida, 

University of Florida. 

Martinez, Luis (2000). The Algerian Civil War, 1990-1998, New York, Columbia University 

Press.  

Merle, Robert (1965).Ahmed Ben Bella, Paris, Callimard. 

Monila, Irene Fernandez (2016). Moroccan Foreign Policy under Mohammed VI, 1999-2014, New 

York, Routledge. 

http://www.amazon.com/exec/obidos/ISBN=0300003072%20/friendsofmorocco
http://www.amazon.com/exec/obidos/Author=Bidwell,%20Robin%20Leonard/002-1170213-7401643
http://www.amazon.com/exec/obidos/ASIN/0714628778%20/friendsofmorocco
http://www.amazon.com/exec/obidos/ASIN/0714628778%20/friendsofmorocco
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Naylor, Phillip C. (2000). France and Algeria: A History of Decolonization and Transformation,  

University of Florida Press. 

Perkins, Kenneth (2004).A History of Modern Tunisia, London, Cambridge University Press. 

 

Ruedy, John (2005). Modern Algeria: The Origins and Development of a Nation, Bloomington, 

Indiana University Press. 

Salem, Norma (1984). Habib Bourguiba, Islam and the Creation of Tunisia, London, Croom 

Helm. 

Simons, Geoff (1993).Libya: The Struggle for Survival, New York, St. Martin’s Press. 

 

Weitzman, Bruce Maddy (ed.) (2017). The Maghreb in the New Century: Identity, Religion and   

Politics, University Press of Florida. 

Zartman, I. William (1964). Government and Politics in North Africa, London, Methuen 

 

Zartman, William(ed.) (1973).Man, State and Society in Contemporary Maghreb, London, Pall 

Mall Press. 

Ziadeh, Nicola A. (1962). Origins of Nationalism in Tunisia, Beirut, American University of 

Beirut. 

Zisenwine, Daniel (2010). Emergence of Nationalist Politics in Morocco: The Rise of the 

Independence Party and the Struggle Against Colonialism after World War II, 

New York, I.B. Tauris Publishers. 

 

Zoubir, Yahia H.(1990). North Africa In Transition, Florida, University Press of Florida. 

 

Unit-III: 

 

Burgat, Francois and William Powell (1993). The Islamic Movement in North Africa, Austin, 

Centre for Middle Eastern Studies, University of Texas. 

Entelis, John P. (1994). “Islam, Democracy, and the State: The Reemergence of Authoritarian 

Politics in Algeria” in John Ruedy, Islam and Secularism in North Africa, New 

York, St. Martin’s Press. 

Fishman, Ben (ed.) (2015).North Africa in Transition-The Struggle for Democracies and  

Institutions, London, Rutledge. 

 

Unit-IV:  

Burke, Edmund (1976). Prelude to Protectorate in Morocco: Precolonial Protest and 

Resistance, 1860-1912, Chicago, The University of Chicago Press. 

Hall, Luella J. (1971).The United States and Morocco, 1776-1956, Metuchen, N. J., Scarecrow 

                   Press. 

 Munlschick Johannes(2022). Regionalism in Africa and External Partners: Uneven 

                   Relationships and (Un) Intended Effects, Palgrave MacMillian. 

Samir, Amin (1970).Maghreb in the Modern World; Algeria, Tunisia, Morocco, New York, 

Penguin. 

 

http://www.googleadservices.com/pagead/aclk?sa=L&ai=Ct1FGf7sLV5TVKOjc7gbXoKyIC4H696pEjcHixtQC9d7_1osFCAQQBCgFYOXC5IOkDqAB9JTb3wPIAQepApjXkeyLKVA-qgQlT9A5FhvUMdr8sLoDPkYS1-tRnT2dabTww5vuZwsO-kyR487ZmsAFBYgGAaAGJoAHhbbSI5AHA6gHpr4b2AcB4BKindq-1ZPri9QB&ohost=www.google.co.in&cid=CAASIuRojz5SfELEPW7qf6wxTGn2MyQqjpwpEn-QWjSc-JgraBY&sig=AOD64_0uEWmQn-iaTchioJo--VS3V8WSjA&ctype=5&clui=18&q=&ved=0ahUKEwjQ3P6t7IbMAhVEHxoKHeR5CuwQvhcIcA&adurl=http://www.snapdeal.com/product/north-africa-in-transition/651363624606%3Futm_source%3Dearth_feed%26utm_campaign%3D364_1291%26utm_medium%3D110881137%26utm_content%3D651363624606%26utm_source%3Dearth_feed%26utm_campaign%3DCatchAllPLA%26utm_medium%3Dcpc%26utm_content%3D651363624606%26utm_term%3D,%26campaignid%3D335934445%26adgroupid%3D27743162245%26adposition%3D1o4%26network%3Dg%26device%3Dc%26targetid%3Dpla-174933929845

