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OVERVIEW 

            The history of West Asia has been faced by constant challenges and consequently, there were 

responses to these challenges. The socio-political and economics of the region is characterised by the 

geopolitics that is ever changing. This course will provide a sound basis for understanding of the 

changes that were seen in the region. The course begins by understanding broader concepts, and the 

shifts that are undertaken. This course will help students understand and analyse the causes and 

implications of the conflicts, and security issues that impact the region. As a learning outcome, this 

course will provide a sound basis for understanding of peace and conflict in relation to the region West 

Asia and North Africa (WANA).   

Learning Outcomes: 

The course seeks to achieve the following learning outcomes: to develop research skills in the learners 

to undertake rigorous and cutting-edge research in domain-specific or related ones; encourage 

analytical and critical thinking among the learners to expand their depth in the field; and to broaden 

the learners' scope of knowledge and open up new avenues for innovative research. The course will 

enable students to acquire research skills and pursue their interests in higher education. 

Teaching Methodology and Evaluation: 

The course will be in a format of lecturing, seminars, and discussion. The sessions will be taught in an 

interactive manner. Student participation is necessary. Each student will be graded through 

examination and assignments. Class participation will also be considered in evaluating student’s 

performance. 

 



THE COURSE STRUCTURE  

I. CONCEPTUAL UNDERSTANDING: 

 

Big, small, and weak state structures; strategic geography and geopolitics; challenges [straits, borders, 

etc.]; 

II. CONFLICTS IN WANA: 

Inter - state conflicts; intra – state conflicts; civil wars;  

III. NATURE OF SECURITY THREATS: 

Revolutions; question of legitimacy and its types; regime and state security; regional actors 

[competition and conflict]; external security threats; great power politics [unipolar, bipolar and 

multipolar]; old and new security architecture; WANA in global order; emergence of non – state actors 

[governmental, non – governmental, conglomerates, and private]; human security vs. state [food, 

health, environment, modernity, terrorism, etc.]; technology penetration and impact in WANA; 

IV. ROLE IN PEACE BUILDING:  

GCC; I2U2; E.U.; Aid; Arab League;   
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