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Objective: The WANA region has a rich and complex history with diversity of societies and cultures
existing simultaneously. Although the region is predominantly Arab and Islamic, it is not a
homogenous entity when so far as socio-cultural practices and processes are concerned. The course
intends to underline the diversity and heterogeneity of the societies and cultures in the region with a
comprehensive understanding of the important sociological issues in contemporary WANA.

Learning Outcome: The course seeks to develop an understanding and a keen interest in the
students to the diversity and richness of the societies and cultures in WANA.

Course Outline
Unit I. Social Structure: Demography; Tribes and tribalism; ‘Asabiyya; migration; citizenship.
Unit Il. Family, Marriage and Kinship: norms; values; practices; gender; patriarchy.

Unit Ill. Religion, Customs and Traditions: Faith; monotheism; divisions and tensions; theology;
ulema.

Unit IV. Modernisation and Development: Education; Urbanisation; Stratification; Social mobility;
Social reforms; Globalisation.
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