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The course aims to provide analytical framework for understanding the structural characteristics 

of economies in the WANA (West Asia and North Africa). It focuses on the interplay of economic 

and political structures and their trajectory of reforms. The course also seeks to contextualize the 

contemporary socio-economic experiences in the region in the political framework. It also gives 

insight into ways the region is connected to global flows.  

 

Learning Outcome: Understanding of how state and capital co-constitutes the formation of class 

and unequal distribution. 
 

 

1. State and Economy in WANA: Economic history; resource curse theories, sources and 

distribution of rent, rentierism 

 

2. Food security: WANA in the global food systems; land issues and government subsidies; 

global food crisis, Arab uprising, Gulf agro-investments 

 

3. Problems of industrialization: Role of state in economic development; crony capitalism; 

neoliberal reforms; private sectors and informal economies; demographic challenge and 

expatriates 

 

4. Rise of Gulf Capital: Gulf Business Conglomerates; Gulf capital in the international financial 

system; politics of aid and Arab development assistance; Gulf investments in WANA 
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