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Objectives: The course intends to develop an understanding of the relationship between theory and
method and the different viewpoints on social enquiries. Understanding existing epistemological and
ontological considerations is essential. The course will also reflect upon the development of post-
structuralist and post-modernist discourses in the discipline of International Relations (IR) and area
studies. Further, the focus will be on familiarising students with the preparatory aspects of research, such
as the selection of topic, literature review, research design, hypothesis formulation etc. The coursewill
also highlight various data collection methods in IR and area study research and their quantification and
analysis, particularly in the context of the West Asian region.

Teaching & Evaluation Strategy: Active participation of the students is an essential element here, which
will be done through consistent encouragement for classroom discussion and developing the habit of self-
exploring the subject. Further, the technology-mediated teaching-learning process will be encouraged.
The evaluation will be based on students’ assignment preparation and presentation performance,
mid/end semester examinations and class participation.

Learning Outcomes: The Course seeks to achieve the following learning outcomes:

To enhance research skills among students through the systematic implementation of various methods
and techniques of data collection, particularly in the field of IR and area studies. It will make students
suitable for applying analytical and critical thinking, expand their depth in the field, and open up new
avenues for innovative research.

Course Content:
Unit — 1 Introduction to Research Methodology

Theory and fact; Values and science; Subjectivity and value neutrality; Epistemological and Ontological
considerations; Ethical issues in social science research.

Unit — 2 Theories and Methods in IR &Area Studies

Different theoretical perspectives and their methodological reflection; Conceptualizing ‘Area’:
boundaries, level and scope; Question of validity and reliability.

Unit — 3 Doing Research — |



Concepts and hypothesis; Research design; Primary and secondary sources; Probability and sampling;
Case selection.

Unit — 4 Doing Research - Il

Quantitative data analysis; Content analysis; Discourse analysis: Mixed Method Research; Report/Thesis
Writing
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