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Objective: Since the 1980s, the Republic of Türkiye has strived to be recognised as a multi-regional 
power in the Black Sea, Balkan, Caspian, South Caucuses, Mediterranean and West Asian region, and 
in turn as a middle power in a globalised world. However, due to inherent economic limitations, the 
Turkish foreign policy ambitions remain challenged. This course seeks to provide an overview of 
Türkiye’s domestic politics and foreign policy with an emphasis on developments in the 21st century. 

Learning Outcome: The course will enable students to develop an understanding of Türkiye’s domestic 
politics and foreign policy and the interlinkages between them. 

Course Outline 

Unit I. Evolution of Modern Türkiye: Rise and Fall of Ottoman Empire; Turkish Nationalism; 
Emergence of the Republic; Ataturk and Modern Turkey; Kemalism. 

Unit II. Contours of Domestic Politics: Nature of the state; Political system; Civil-Military Relations; 
Religion and State; Emergence of Multi-party system; AKP. 

Unit III. Trajectories of Foreign Policy: Discourses and determinants; Cold War and post-Cold War; 
Alliances and friendships; Regional policy. 

Unit IV. Türkiye in the 21st Century: Identity debates; Emergence of Erdoğan; Strategic depth and 
zero-problem with neighbours; Blue Homeland; Neo-Ottomanism. 
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