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OVERVIEW: 

 

'Intervention' is usually understood by intrusion in a given territory or domestic affairs of any state; 

mostly by force. A forceful occupation of land has been taking place since ages - since the colonial 

times. Until, the United Nations denounced interference in affairs of foreign land and respect 

sovereignty. Numerous cases show violations. The region since then has been facing political and 

socio-economic crisis, which also factors security challenges for the countries in the region. The 

changes are effects of the changing dynamics and rivalry within the countries. The West's interference 

in the region is well known historically - Iran - Iraq War (1980 - 88), Iraq (2003), etc. to name a few. 

In many cases, the Western interference in the region has proved to be complex, resulting in social, 

political and economic chaos. 

This course will provide a sound basis for understanding of the region West Asia and North Africa 

(WANA) and its development at the behest of intervention from regional and foreign actors. The 

course will be crucial for the students to critically analyse and have a nuanced understanding of the 

geopolitical changes in the region. The course will help students understand the West's 'imperial' or 

'strategic' interest in the region. 



LEARNING OUTCOMES: 

 

The course seeks to achieve the following learning outcomes: to develop research skills in the 

learners to undertake rigorous and cutting-edge research in domain-specific or related ones; 

encourage analytical and critical thinking among the learners to expand their depth in the field; and to 

broaden the learners' scope of knowledge and open up new avenues for innovative research. 

TEACHING METHODOLOGY & EVALUATION: 

 

The course will be in a format of lecturing, seminars, and discussion. The sessions will be taught in 

an interactive manner. Student participation is necessary. Each student will be graded through 

examination and assignments. Class participation will also be considered in evaluating student’s 

performance. 

I. Meaning and Concepts 

 

• Westphalian order 

• Pre-emptive war 

• Preventive war 

• Just War theory 

• Responsibility to Protect (RTP) 

• Intervention and Invasion 

 

II. Interventions 

 

• Tools of Intervention 

• Geopolitics and Interventions 

• Fragile state structures 

 

III. Regional Interventions 

 
• Syrian intervention in Lebanon (1976) 
• Iran in Syria (2011) 
• Saudi Arabia's intervention in Bahrain (2011) 
• Turkey in Iraq, Syria and Libya 
• Qatar crisis 
• Yemen crisis 

• Hezbollah, Houthi’s and Hamas – Israel Conflict (2023 - 24) 

 

IV. External Interventionist Role in West Asia and North Africa (WANA) 



• France and Britain's policy towards the region 

• Saudi Arabia, US and security application 

• Iran during WWII 

• US in Iraq (2003) 

• External actors in Libya (post 2011) 

• External actors and the Yemen crisis (2017) 

• External actors and the Syrian crisis (post 2011) 

• China’s engagement: BRI 
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