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Outline of Course

This course introduces the various approaches to research and research methodologies in
Public Health. Starting with an examination of the epistemology of the scientific method,
the similarities and differences in social science and epidemiological research, it discusses
some theoretical issues in interdisciplinary research. Then it shifts to methods of
operationalising research, with specific examples relevant to public health. By the end of the
course, the student is expected to be familiar with qualitative and quantitative research
methods used in public health, as well as the importance of choosing the theoretical and
conceptual framework within which they are to be placed when designing a study.

R Philosophy of Research in Public Health
A. Approaches in Public Health Research
a) Epidemiological research
b) Interdisciplinary social science research
c) Systems Analysis and Operational research
B. Logic of Scientific Enquiry : Some Theoretical Issues
a) Epistemology of science
b) Science and social science
¢) Quantitative and qualitative research
d) Causality
e) Inductive and Deductive Research
f) Rigor in Research
g) Reliability and Validity in Research
h) Ethics of Health Research

. Operationalising Research for Public Health : Designs, Methods and Tools

A. Quantitative Approaches and Methods
a) Demographic Methods
b) Use of Published Data
c) GIS Mapping and other IT uses in health research
d) Epidemiological Designs
e) Bio-statistics



Qualitative Approaches and Methods
a) Ethnography
b) Grounded Theory
c) Case Study analysis
d) Narrative Approaches
e) Phenomenological Analysis
f) Community-based Participatory Research
g) Interpretative, Constructivist and Critical Analysis
h) Content Analysis
i) Discourse Analysis

B. Some Issues in Health Systems Research
a) Issues of Measurement, Assessment, Monitoring and Evaluation
b) Mixed Methods
c) Policy Analysis
d) Systematic Reviews

C. Developing a Research Proposal

Written Assignment: |dentify a research topic and develop a research proposal on a subject
of your choice using the understanding derived from the course.

Maximum Word Limit: 3000 words

Last date for submission of draft: 9™ Nov. 2015

Date for Final submission: 23" Nov. 2015
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